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         Accessibility Resource Center
~Ensuring Access, Supporting Success~

Emotional Support Animal (ESA) Housing Documentation Form-PROFESSIONAL

	NAME
	STUDENT ID:

	DOB:
	YEAR IN COLLEGE:

	LOCAL PHONE:
	CELL PHONE:

	ADDRESS: 


	Date of Request:



The Thiel College Accessibility Resource Center (ARC) and Residence Life/ Housing collaborate to provide resources to support individuals with disabilities. Residence Life/Housing advocates equal opportunities for students with disabilities based on the principles of independent living, accessibility, and diversity. 
Definition of Emotional Support Animal 
Emotional Support Animal (ESA): A mature animal (at least one year old) that provides therapeutic emotional support for students with significant mental health difficulties who provide appropriate, credible documentation that they have a need for the presence of the animal in the residence hall/campus housing in order to have full benefit or enjoyment of their residency.  ESAs are not pets.  ESA’s are classified as animals commonly kept in households.  Reptiles, barnyard animals, monkeys, and other/non-domesticated animals are not considered common household animals.


Disability
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) defines disability as “a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a record of such impairment, or being regarded as having such an impairment.” Disabilities involve substantial limitations and are distinct from common conditions not substantially limiting major life activities. The legal definition of a disability includes two elements: (1) a physical or mental impairment which (2) substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of the person in question. Thus, disability has both diagnostic and functional elements, and BOTH elements need to be documented for appropriate determination.

Please provide answers to the following questions:
Does the student have a disability under the above definition?  ____ Yes 	___ No


Diagnosis: (DSM-V/Other medical condition/learning Disability/etc.)  & Level of Severity:


Date of initial contact with student/When did you first meet with the student regarding this diagnosis?  

Date of most recent contact/appointment?


Approximate frequency of contact with student?

Does the student require ongoing treatment? 	____ Yes 	___ No 

If Yes, what is the plan of treatment for managing the student's condition if the provider completing this form is not local to Thiel College?
 
Other than an ESA, what treatments, medications, devices and/or services currently prescribed or used to minimize the impact of the student’s disability?

Information About the Proposed ESA 
What kind of animal is it?  How long has this student been using this animal as an ESA?



Is this animal one that you specifically prescribed as part of treatment for the student, or is it a pet that you believe will have a beneficial effect for the student while in residence on campus? 




Importance of ESA to Student’s Well-Being 

What symptoms will be reduced by for this student by having an ESA? 


Is there evidence that an ESA has helped this student in the past or currently? If so, how?




In your opinion, how important is it for the student’s well-being that an ESA be in residence on campus?  What consequences, in terms of disability symptomology, may result if the accommodation is not approved? 



In your professional opinion, is the ESA necessary for the student to alleviate one or more of the identified symptoms or the effects of the student’s existing disability?


 

What would the impact(s) be, in terms of disability symptoms that may result if the ESA is not allowed?
         

Have you discussed the responsibilities associated with properly caring for an animal while engaged in typical college activities and residing in campus housing?  Do you believe those responsibilities might exacerbate the student’s symptoms in any way?


Is there a different/another accommodation that could be provided in the living environment to meet this student’s needs?
 If so, please describe below. 


Thank you for taking the time to complete this form. If we need additional information, you may be contacted at a later date.  We recognize that having an ESA in the residence hall can be a real benefit for someone with a significant mental health disorder, but the practical limitations of our housing arrangements make it necessary to carefully consider the impact of the request for an ESA on both the student and the campus community.   The professional should also send any reports that provide additional related information.  The professional completing this form cannot be a relative of the student.  The Thiel College ESA Policy requires a “reliable third party” medical professional complete the Professional Form. “A reliable third party” is someone who is familiar with the student’s disability and the necessity for the requested accommodation. A reliable third party includes someone who provides medical care, therapy, or counseling to the student with disabilities such as: doctors, physician assistants, psychiatrists, psychologists, or social workers. All ESA requests are then reviewed by the Accommodated Housing Committee (AHC) and decisions are made by the Committee.   The professional signing this form must be the same person answering the questions on the form above.

	Professional’s Name (please print):

	Title: 
	License #:

	Address:

	Phone: 
	Email: 

	Signature of Professional:
	Date:



Examples of Acceptable Professional Diagnosticians:
	Disability:
	Diagnostician(s)/Provider(s):

	ADD, ADHD
	Psychologist, Psychiatrist, LPC, LSW, LCSW

	Emotional Disability
	Psychologist, Psychiatrist, LPC, LSW, LCSW

	Visual Impairment
	Ophthalmologist

	Hearing Impairment
	Certified Otologist, Audiologist 

	Learning Disability
	Psychologist, Neuropsychologist, School Psychologist

	Physical Disability
	Physician, Nurse Practitioner 
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