
History of 
the Library 
at Thiel 
College



“When Greenville Hall was opened in 1874, one room was reserved for 
the library…” – from The History of Thiel College.

Greenville Hall



Later, the library was moved to 
the second floor of Roth Hall.

Roth Hall library



The library Circulation Desk, 
probably around 1943.

Roth Hall Circulation Desk



Using the card catalog, 1948
– from the Thiel College Bulletin.

Roth Hall Card Catalog



Students studying in the library, 1948
 – from the Thiel College Bulletin.

Roth Hall Students Studying



In 1948, Flora and Gertrude 
Langenheim gave the funds 
to build a new library 
building in memory of their 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gustav Langenheim. 

Newspaper Clipping



The new building was dedicated in 1952.

Langenheim 1952



In 1963, Congressman Carroll Kearns 
(left) was instrumental in having the 
library designated as a Federal Deposit 
Library for government documents. 

Congressman Kearns



Students studying in the library, 1964. 

Students Studying 1964



In 1971, the Academic Center was constructed, 
connecting the Library with the Rhodehouse 
Science Hall .

Academic Center 1971



Library Circulation Desk, 1971.

Circulation Desk 1971



A student listening to a vinyl record, 1971.

Student Listening to a Record



Book Processing Room, where books were prepared 
for the shelves, 1971.

Book Processing Room



Periodical Room, 1971.

Periodical Room



In 1983, the Lauren Ashe 
Learning Center (now 
known as The Learning 
Commons) was dedicated.

Lauren Ashe Learning Center



The Harris Room 
was dedicated 
in 1984 and 
houses 
literature and art 
books.

Harris Literature Room



Undated photograph of a student 
studying in the “inner stacks” 
area.

Student Studying in Darkened Shelves



In 2008, the library began the annual 
Library Awards to recognize students 
for research. 

Student Giving Presentation



Lounge area inside the 
main entrance, 2011.

Lounge Area 2011



A student relaxing with a book, 2011.

Student Relaxing with a Book, 2011



A student poetry reading in the library, 2010.

Poetry Reading 2010



Digital photography showcase, 2011.

Photography Showcase



A student worker at the 
Circulation Desk, 2011.

Student Worker 2011



The tradition continues: a Student 
Worker at the Circulation Desk, 2025.

Student Worker 2025



Thank you to Thiel Archivist 
John Hauser for his help 
with this presentation.

Thank You
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Sources



www.thiel.edu/library

Website
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