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| get to keep this!
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Thinl College

Paxton Short, canter, ks surprised with a scholarship to Thiel College during an event st South Side High Schaol in

Haakstown, Beaver County, on Jan. 16,
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Thinl College

Matthew Britenbaugh Is surmounded by farily and a Thizl College admissions counsalor after he learned ha had won

& 5158,000 scholarship.

Brandy Aritankaigh
Senlor Matthew Britenbaugh performs the violin with the Shaler Area High
School Orchestra

I 2 students surprised with

full rides to Thiel College

By Bob Batz r.
Fittsburgh Post-Gazette

wo Pittsburgh-area high
school seniors recently had
rpood days at schinol.
I’E?hey each were surprised
to be given giant checks
wmth!]SE.ﬂmgl =

That's what it costs to attend four
years at Thiel College, a amall evan-
gelical Lutheran Church-affiliated
private college in Grearville, Mercer
County. As has hapj:ened each year
for almost a decade, hundreds of
students were interviewad by faculty
and staff as part of its scholarship

titions.
way the winners were re-
vealed was the surprise.

Matthew Britenbaugh went to
Lhaler Area High School on [an. 14,
just happening to ke wearing his give-
away Thiel College shirt with anather
T-shirt over it because itwas socald

Arcamd 1 po e was asked to re-
port to the school counselor’s office,
where he was told his help was
needed. He opened the door to find a
roepa full of well-wishers, including
his family and Thiel admissions
counselor Alice DeBonis, who was
holding the owersized check. His
o and sister et out & “Wooo! 12

*Ohrr poed, ™ Mat thvew said.

DeBonis said a few words about
Thiel and opportunity and then
capped it off with, *It is my distinct
T to present wou with & full-tui-
tion schalarship.®

Matthew: " !

DeBonis continued: "We believe
that you that you are destined for
great things and you're going to be
inspiring mamny, many people. 5o

tulations!®
rrii g — thank you!™

As a media crew bet the video roll
and snapped stills, DeBonis asked
hirm huow he was feeling.

Happy"hemd
Interim principal [oAnne
Townsend quipped, * a:'.&unw}uu']l

hrﬁﬂ! Mrs. Miller for lving to

ey're all truly impre with
Matthew, who just recently turmed
18, and whose resume includes sape-
ing as a school board senior class
representative, participating in the
Lutheran Student Movement, per-
forming with the chamber archestra

Faxton Bnort

South Side High Schaol senlor Paxton Short helps fight a car fire.

good scholars

and bennl:_lﬁlln\'ﬂh'&i fior five years in

ng band. He also is active
in rJ'ueater and 5 a member of the
English Homor Society, Art Mational
Honor Society and Tri-M Music Na-
tional Homer Society.

On top of all that, he earned the
rank of e Seouwt and also warks

rt time at Burger King. He wants
!r:: ke a teacher amd fggels blessed,
"mervous and excited” that his col-
lege coats are covered.

lovvied that it was a surpirise like
that,” he said, “because one moment
[was ahort oy intermnational
M%hbmﬂﬂwn the mext
mement, my dream of being a
teacher bacame one step cdoser.”™

Thiel director of admission Snnyra

ezid in & statement:
exemplifies the type of EI.'I.IdEI'.l'IZ we
seek to support thoough this scholar-
ship — someome who combines aca-
demic excellence, leadership and ser-
vicewith creativity and dedication.”

So is Paxton Short, of George-
towm, Beaver County, who went to
South Side High School on Jan. 16
witheout aclue towhat was in store.

Mamely, Thiel admissions coun-
selor Asron Wilson holding a glant
check for 158,080, enough to cover
tuition, room and board.

Thiesenior hag worked with Wilson
for momiths now and thowght he was
getting a besser scholarship, but that's
berause Wilson was totally cormmit-
ted to the bit. He had avoided talking
to the 18-year-old about this scholar-
ship and told him abowt another pos-
sible one. Then, on thatlast day of the
semester, a teacher asked Paxton to
0t a classroom o help move some
tables. Payton wondersd swhy there
was 8 video camera, and Wilsom, and
this check

After an exrited handshake and a
g, Paxton said, "1 get tokeep this!®

Then it dawned on him: “Every-
one is here!” His parents and sib-
Ilngls ndparents and aunts and

uncles aughedmﬂalum

"Oh my gosh!™ he gushed. "So |
oid it?*

He's done a lot at high echood,
where he's actively involved in vo-
tech carpentry, football (playing
multiple positions including
punter], track and field (he throws
the javelin and muns the 100-yard
sprint), and does SkillsUSA. He also
serves as a volunteer firefighter and
Iovves hunting and fishing,

Paxton eaid he felt "shocked.”
and yet, "My whole life 1 feel like |
hiave been in preparation for it."

He plans to major in business ad-
ministration with a minor in fi-
nance, perhaps getting his master's
dag;ree,l:f-.lith agl:;Etual“gnF eventually
owming his own carpentry business.

id Lapikss, "His commitment
to his community and his future
woals align well with Thisl’s mission,
and we are excited to welcome him
to campus.”

The other surprised full-ride win-
niers, bringing the scholarships total
te £ TR0, 400, are:

= Ahbigail Beightol of Hartstown,
Crawford County (Conneaut High
Lchoal).

= Blake McCowin of MNegley, Ohio
{Crestview High School).

= Violet Seaman, of Hartville,
hio (Lake High School).




