
7:00 p.m. Saturday, May 66th,  20233

Thiel College 

Baccalaureate 
Worship 

“The World is About to Turn!”



Prelude: ………………………………………... 

Welcome and Announcements 

Gathering Hymn: 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all... 
C: And also with you 
Let us pray... 
Amen 

Jasmine Phillips
Jasmine Phillips comes to us from Hubbard, Ohio. She is the daughter of John Phillips & Barb 
Ryser, and is graduating with degrees in cognitive development and counseling psychology. After 
graduation, Jasmine will be working as a prevention educator around the Youngstown area.

Branston Peese
Branston Elsworth Peese is the son of Wayne and Michele Peese of Aaronsburg, PA. He is a dual 
major in Religion, and Theology and Youth Ministry. After graduation, he plans on moving to 
Pittsburgh's East End and joining the work force in some capacity.



Natalie Zgurich
Daughter of Jennifer and Michael Zgurich, Natalie is graduating with a degree in Business 
Administration: Human Resources and Management, with minors in English, Economics, and 
Health Administration. Natalie will be attending George Mason University for an online 
program for my Master of Healthcare Administration while working as a resident at UPMC 
Horizon. She will also be the volunteer assistant tennis coach of Thiel's tennis team and the 
resident director of Bane.

Reading: Acts 7: 55-60

Zachary Smith
Zachary James Smith is a Pittsburgh native, son of  Sandy Smith. He will be graduating with a 
degree in Neuro-scienceand Psychology, and plans to attend a Master's  program at Slippery 
Rock university to prepare to be a school counselor. 

Rebekah Ladaika
Rebekah is from Erie, PA, daughter of Adam and Joni Ladaika. At Thiel she studied to prepare to 
continue in Thiel's master's program for Speech and Language Pathology, starting in the 
summer `23 cohort. 

Nathaniel Meth
Nathaniel comes from the Pittsburgh area, son of Diane Clark and Jeffrey Meth. He earned a 
degree in history with a minor in philosophy and a certificate in English

Psalm 31

The Thiel Choir 

Mei Williams
Mei comes to us from New Wilmington PA, daughter of Lynn and Jim Williams. She majored in 
business administration and international business, with a minor in Communications. Mei plans 
to continue her education in Thiel's MBA program after graduation. 

Roy "Trey" Wilt IIIIII
Trey is a Greenville PA. native, son of Roy Wilt Jr. and Heather Wilt. Trey earned a Bachelors 
Degree in Business, and is planning for a career in public service. 

"Omnia Sol"                   Z. Randall Stroope (b.1953)



Reflection  Rev. Brian Riddle, Campus Pastor of Thiel College 

Gospel Reading  

John 14:1-14



Prayers: 

 O God of Life, you reach out to us with the arms of your risen Son. By your Spirit's breath, revive 
our faith and renew our purpose, so that the challenges we have faced together might be our witness 
to the world that you are with us always. Hear us O God,  
C: Your Mercy is great 

You give us gifts to prosper us, and to enrich the human community. Help us to share that which we 
have been given for the sake of humanity and the common good. Hear us O’ God,  
C: Your mercy is great 

We thank you for the witness of the church, and its faithful across the ages. Inspire us with their testi-
mony, and give our lives purpose as we find meaning in work and in community. Hear us O’ God,  
C: Your Mercy is great 

For Thiel College, that our mission might be pleasing in your sight. Preserve our college Lord, and 
continue to lead us with your loving grace. Hear us O’ God, 
 C: Your Mercy is great 

For those that cannot be here, and for those we have lost along the way; protect all who travel, and be 
present with those who mourn. Hear us O’ God,  
C: Your Mercy is great 

For all else that you know we need, we entrust our lives to your love and care. 

Amen 

Blessing and sending our graduating Seniors:  

(Seniors, please come to the front of the chapel at this time.) 

Choral Benediction: 

       “In meeting we are Blessed”                Troy D. Robertson (b. 1978)

       Alumni members of the Thiel Choir are invited to join the Thiel Singers at this time 



Canticle of the turning



Serving in Worship 

Accompanist: Choir Direction: 
Brianne Samson

Presiding 
Minister: 

 Rev. Brian Riddle `07 

The Thiel College Chamber 
 Singers 

WHAT IS A BACCALAUREATE SERVICE? 
Baccalaureate is a Latin compound word which celebrates the “laurels” (originally, real ringlets of laurel; 
figuratively, addresses or sermons) tha t honored those achieving the “bacca” or bachelor’s degree. Bacca-
laureate services in North America trace back to traditions in medieval European universities. In those early 
universities, the pursuit of learning and scholarship in sciences and arts were seen as profound gifts from 
God, and as faith-deepening ways of life in response to God.  

BACCALAUREATE WORSHIP AT THIEL 
Today’s worship continues those traditions, inclusively and within our Lutheran heritage. We celebrate with 
an array of excellent music and congregational song, with gospel proclamation by Thiel’s campus pastor, 
the Rev. Brian Riddle, and most importantly with reflections offered by graduating members of the Thiel
community. Graduates go forth with the blessing and sending of our community for a journey of service, 
deeply rooted in themes, such as vocation, that are also celebrated in Holy Baptism.

Kathryn Davison Miller

Savanna Adams Christina Newman
Michaela Brown Sylvia Patterson
Laci Dezern  Branston Peese
Nova Firster  Nate Robinson
Elijah Finchbaugh Abigail Smagala
Amelia Folkmire Riley Smith
Jason Jewitt  Bailey Stilts
Melina Liska Samantha Stine
Charlee May Zackery Welker
Rhiannon Mayer Madeline White
Matt Nale




