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TLC honors Ro

by Hunter Michaelis, hmichaelis@thiel.edu

The Learning Commons
(TLC) has named Cody Slevin
and Olivia Royal the Extraordi-
nary Effort Award recipients for
February.

Slevin is a senior Criminal
Justice major with an Art mi-
nor. Royal, also a senior, is a
triple major in Psychology, So-
ciology, and Criminal Justice.

“Cody has been an academic
‘rock star’ since his first semes-
ter at Thiel,” Diane Donnelly,
said an Academic Advisor in
TLC, who nominated Slevin.

“He is a very hard work-
ing and motivated student who
loves a challenge. During his
college career, he has balanced

a major and a minor while par-
ticipating in athletics, and has
achieved the Dean’s List nu-
merous times.”

Slevin plays golf, is involved
in “many societies,” and likes
to draw and paint in his spare
time.

“It’s an amazing award,”
Slevin said. “I feel honored to
getit... It [the TLC program] is
a guidance through college...
They’ve helped me a lot over
the years.”

He is currently an intern
working in juvenile detention
at George Junior Republic, an
all-boys institution located in
Grove City. He hopes to work

Olivia Royal, TLC recipient for
Feburary.
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there after graduation, working
his way up to eventually be-
come a fish and game warden
or a small-town police officer.

“Olivia has been a peer tutor

Kochka has late three-pointer in Tomcats’ win

by Justin Felgar, jfelgar@thiel.edu

The Thiel Men’s Basketball
team had a stunning victory
over Bethany on Jan. 30. Thiel
had a rocky first half, having
a deficit of 12 points behind
Bethany.

Thiel then caught up to
the Bison, limiting the deficit
to only six points at the end
of the first half. After a hard
fought second half, Thiel went
on to win the game by making

a crucial three point shot.
Kochka had an excellent
game, securing 24 points for the
Thiel offense. Kochka made
9 of his 14 shots in the game
and on the 6 shots that he took
from behind the three point
line, he made four. He also se-
cured six rebounds for Thiel.
Leandra Jackson made
significant contributions to
the teams efforts, scoring 20

Luke Kochka, senior, prepares to shoot the ball in the Tomcats’
win last Saturday.
Photo credit: Thiel SID
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points. Jackson also secured
eight rebounds for Thiel and
stole the ball from Bethany
three times.

Jackson fouled Bethany’s
Antonio Randolph with four
seconds to go, setting up the
explosive finish to the game.
Randolph missed his second
free throw shot, which was se-
cured by Thiel’s Clandell Cet-
oute. Cetoute was then fouled,
and made two of his three free
throw shots, ensuring Thiel’s
victory.

Cetoute put 18 points on
the board for Thiel as well.
He captured 10 rebounds and
blocked the ball four times.

Khari Bess also contributed
to the team’s efforts, putting
up eight points, assisted 10
times, and stole the ball three
times.

Thiel did very well with
their shot percentages, making
46.4 percent from the field and
scored 46 of their points from
the paint.
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for three and a half years,” Barb
Samson, said, coordinator of
the Peer Tutoring program.

“She is always highly recom-
mended by her professors. Her
approach to tutoring is always
professional. She has a great
rapport with her tutees and with
the TLC staff. Many students
ask for her by name when re-
guesting a tutor,” Samson said.

Royal, a member of the Sig-
ma Kappa sorority, where she
previously held the positions
of Vice President of Member-
ship and Vice President of New
Member Education.

Cody Slevin, TLC recipient for
Feburary.
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society and Les Lauriers, the
senior honorary society. In ad-
dition to working with the Ad-
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lege Marching Pride and is cur-
rently a part of the Spring 2016
Cabaret production.

“l was really honored [to
receive this award]. I’ve nev-
er really been one to stand out,
S0 it’s really nice to see people
value what | do,” Royal said.

“The TLC has a lot of great
resources,” she continued,
“You don’t have to be failing to
get a tutor, for example, so you
should utilize it.”

After graduation, she plans to
attend graduate school for clin-
ical mental health counseling.
She plans to eventually work in

Royal is also a member of Pi mjissions office, she was once a @ children’s hOSpitaI as a coun-

Nu Epsilon, the music honorary

drum major for the Thiel Col-

selor.

Men’s Volleyball falls to 0-4 on the season

by Hunter Michaelis, hmichaelis@thiel.edu

The men’s volleyball came
up short in their first four
matches of the season, still
searching for their first win.

Over the weekend of Jan.
30, Thiel went up against Me-
daille and Emira Colleges at
Stevenson University in Ow-
ings Mills, MD.

Thiel was shut out against
Medaille with a score of 11-25
in the first match, 19-25 in the
second, and 15-25 in the final.

In the match against El-
mira, Thiel had a much better
showing, taking the match to
five instead of three.

Thiel won the first 25-22,
gave up the second 17-25,
evened the match at 25-19 in
the third, but lost the final two
matches 15-25 and 3-15, re-
spectively.

Juniors Thad Paunovich,
Cody Patterson, and Nate
Roche were the leaders of the
two matches, each netting dou-
ble-digit kills.

Patterson led the way with
21 kills. Paunovich had 17
kills, while Roche matched
him, netting 14 in the Elmira

Junior Jeff Coffy had a big weekend with 26 digs. He prepares
to volley the ball back in the tournament on Jan. 30.
Photo credit: Thiel SID

match alone.

Jeff Coffy and Zach Rom-
bach, also juniors, made their
presence felt with 26 digs for
Coffy and 58 assists for Rom-
bach. The duo helped to keep
the Tomcats in the matches de-
fensively.

The Tomcats previously
played a tournament in Erie,
PA the previous weekend

against Penn State Altoona and
Penn State Behrend, losing
those 1-3 and 2-3, respectively.

The Tomcats will finally start
their season at home with three
home matches starting tonight
in Thiel’s gym against Mary-
mount University, and Eastern
Mennonite University tomor-
row and, finally, against Juni-
ata College on Feb. 9.

Women’s Basketball earn second win of the season
by Justin Felgar, jfelgar@thiel.edu

The women’s basketball
team won for the second time
in their season on Jan. 30, win-
ning out over Bethany 80-69.

Bethany lead Thiel by one
point at half time with a score
of 36-35. Thiel caught up to
Bethany in the third quarter
and then went on to score the
victory.

Thiel was led by senior Ja-
clyn Watkins, who gained 15
rebounds and 21 points for the
Tomcats.

Watson made 8 out of 13
shots that she took. She did an
excellent job at the foul line
making five out of seven. She
also had eight rebounds defen-
sively and seven shots off of
the board.

The freshmen were well rep-
resented in the game as well.
Jess Vormelker did well in her
position as a guard, generating

Taylor Ketler (left) Jaclyn Watkins (right) in their game against
Bethany.
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15 points. Of the 15 points that
she scored, nine of those were
from beyond the three point
line. Vormelker also gained
seven rebounds. Alivia Sidley,
an additional freshmen guard,
made 10 points.

Kayla Welty, a senior point
guard, gained seven points for

Thiel. She was involved in five
assists.

Thiel players also had an
abundance of three pointers in
the game, with players Taylor
Kelter, Erin Defalco, and Tay-
lor Duchon all making three
point shots.



