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FOUNDED 1866 • GREENVILLE, PA

OUR MISSION
Thiel College, an academic institution in the Lutheran tradition, empowers individuals to reach their full potential by  

assuring educational excellence, stimulating global awareness, promoting ethical and responsible leadership, and preparing students  
for careers so that lives inspired by truth and freedom may be committed to service in the world.

The One Hundred Fortieth
Commencement

of 
Thiel College

Sunday, May Fourth
Two Thousand Fourteen

Two O’Clock
William A. Passavant Memorial Center

Greenville, Pennsylvania
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The Order of the Exercises
   
PRELUDE
Reverie ..............................................................................................................Claude Debussy

Kathryn A. Gray, M.M., Adjunct Professor of Music & College Organist 
 Andrew S. Erb, Director of Bands & Trumpet

 Rondeau and Fanfares .....................................................................................Jean-Joseph Mouret
 Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring ..............................................................................................J.S. Bach
 Hornpipe .............................................................................................. Georg Frideric Handel

*PROCESSIONAL
  Faculty Marshal, Candidates for Degrees, Faculty, Platform Party
 Pomp and Circumstance, Op. 9 ...................................................................................Edward Elgar

Ms. Gray & Mr. Erb

*PLACING OF THE COLLEGE MACE ..................................................Christopher H. Moinet, Ph.D.
    Professor of English - Faculty Marshal

*OPENING PRAYER ............................................................................. The Rev. Jayne Thompson
College Pastor

WELCOME ............................................................................................ Troy D.VanAken, Ph.D.
        President

INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER ..................................... President VanAken

COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS  .............................................................M. Roy Strausbaugh, Ph.D.
“There’s a Ship Lies Rigged and Ready in the Harbor”

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE ..................................................Mark A. Benninghoff ’82
         Chair, Thiel College Board of Trustees

 Dr. M. Roy Strausbaugh .........................................................Presented by Dr. Barry D. Stamm ’70
Vice Chair, Thiel College Board of Trustees

Retired Ophthalmologist and Surgeon
President of Northshore Properties

RECOGNITION OF EMERITI FACULTY ..........................................................Lynn Franken, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs

   Dean of the College

 Nicholas Despo, Ph.D., Paul M. Rike Professor of Life Sciences ........................Presented by Dr. Franken

 Judith Newton, M.A., M.S. Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science ......Presented by Dr. Franken
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The Order of the Exercises

2. Hail, Alma Mater, may thy torch forever
Shed light resplendent for thy God and Country;

Send the flame onward to all generations.
Hail, Alma Mater!

1. Hail, Alma Mater, on thy hill enthroned,
Firm as a mountain may’st thou stand enduring

Fair as the Valley of thine own Shenango.
Hail, Alma Mater!

3. Hail, Alma Mater, we thy children pledge thee
Here our devotion, loyal, true and tender;

Thee will we cherish, praise thy name forever.
Hail, Alma Mater!

SPECIAL MUSIC
 Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal ................................................................... .arranged by Alice Parker
 Worthy to be Praised ............................................................................................ Byron J. Smith

The Thiel Choir ~ Michael A. Bray, D.M.A., Conductor

INTRODUCTION OF SENIOR CLASS REPRESENTATIVES ............................ Mary Theresa Hall, Ph.D.
Professor of English, Faculty Chair

GREETINGS FROM THE CLASS OF 2014 ..................................... Ryan Carson, Senior Class President 

PRESENTATION OF THE SENIOR CLASS GIFT ............................. Ryan Carson, Senior Class President 

SENIOR ADDRESS........................................................................................... Sarah J. Jefferson
“The Home I’ve Ever Loved” (THIEL)

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN ......................... Dr. M. T. Hall

PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS ...............................................................................Dr. Franken

AWARDING OF THE DIPLOMAS ..................................................................... President VanAken
Chairman Benninghoff

DISTRIBUTION OF ALUMNI FLOWERS ........................................................ Charles Goodrick ’74
President, Alumni Association Board of Directors

CONFERRING OF DEGREES .......................................................................... President VanAken

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS ...................................................................................Dr. Moinet

*HAIL, ALMA MATER ................................................................................Friedrich F. Flemming
    lyrics by E. Grace Hunton, c. 1900

*CLOSING PRAYER .......................................................................................... Rev. Thompson

*REMOVAL OF THE COLLEGE MACE  .......................................................................Dr. Moinet

*RECESSIONAL
 Procesión Alegre .............................................................................................. Garry A. Cornell

Ms. Gray, Mr. Erb

* The audience will please rise.
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M. Roy Strausbaugh, Ph.D.

D Commencement Speaker  d

Honorary Doctor of Humanities Degree Awardee

Dr. M. Roy Strausbaugh is a retired Visiting Professor and Dean at Mercyhurst University and a former 
Dean and Professor Emeritus at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. He spent forty-seven years in higher 
education, serving twenty-nine years as a professor.  His tenure included five years as department chair 
of history at Edinboro; six years as chair of history at Mercyhurst; and twenty-eight years in progressively 
responsible leadership positions in management and administration – including substantial experience in 
academic affairs and financial management.  Dr. Strausbaugh also served in a leadership capacity on Edinboro’s 
and Mercyhurst’s accreditation planning teams four times. A graduate of Millersville State College with a BS in 
Social Studies Education, Dr. Strausbaugh furthered his education earning an MA in History at Indiana University 
(Bloomington), and a Ph.D. in History (European Diplomatic) from Case Western Reserve University with 
post-doctoral studies in the History of Medicine at the University of London.

Dr. Strausbaugh received commendation from the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and citation for leadership and service as the President and Co-founder of the Flagship Niagara 
League, an affiliate of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.  He has received the Distinguished 
Service and Excellence in Teaching awards at Edinboro State College/University.

Dr. Strausbaugh has authored two books on higher education: Edinboro University, An Administrative 
History, 1963-1993. Edinboro University Services, 1996, and The Foundations of a University, 
Mercyhurst in the Twentieth Century.  Mercyhurst University, 2013. He served as a Trustee of the Thiel 
College Board from 2000-2011 and as Chair of the Board of Trustees from 2007-2011. He is former chair 
and board member of Edinboro University Services, Inc. and founding president of the Edinboro University 
Foundation, Inc.  He is former Commodore and member of the Board of Directors of the Erie Yacht Club.  

Roy and his wife, Rosanna, a retired teacher, live in Erie, Pennsylvania.
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Nicholas Despo, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology and Paul M. Rike Professor of Life Sciences

D Professor Emeritus d
Dr. Despo received a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from Penn State, a Master of 

Science in biological sciences from Duquesne University, and a doctorate in physiology from 
Rutgers University.  After an interim appointment at Juniata College, he was hired at Thiel College 
in 1974.  In his more than 39 years at Thiel, Dr. Despo has served on numerous committees as 
chair and member, including Curriculum Study, Enrollment Management, Faculty Council, 
Executive Committee of Faculty Council, and the Institutional Planning and Budget Committee.  
He established Thiel College’s Institutional Review Board and the Institutional Animal Care and 
Utilization Committee (these last two concerning human and animal research, respectively).  
Dr. Despo was Chair of the Faculty and in 2002, received the Presidential Distinguished Service 
Award. Most recently, he received the Professor of the Year Award in February 2014. He served 

as faculty adviser to Alpha Chi, Thiel College’s National Honorary Society, in addition to Beta Beta Beta, the National 
Biological Honorary Society.  In 2012, he was named the Paul M. Rike Professor of Life Sciences, one of two endowed 
chairs at Thiel. Additionally, he is on the Resch Scholarship Selection Committee.  

Dr. Despo served as Chair of the Biology department for 17 years and is the interim director of the Neuroscience 
program.  Nick is the “vertebrate” person in the Biology department, teaching comparative and human anatomy and 
animal and human physiology.  He has taught Developmental Biology, Cell Biology, and Foundations of Biology and has 
mentored numerous students for their senior research projects.  During his career, he has also taught in the Dietrich 
Honors Program and the First-Year Seminar, in addition to serving as coordinator of core course “The Sciences and Our 
Global Heritage” and founder of the Thiel Research Symposium.

Despo assumed a hefty advising load as the coordinator of Thiel College’s Medical Technology and Cytotechnology 
programs and advised pre-professional students for medical and veterinary schools, physician assistant and physical therapy 
schools.  He holds active membership in many professional organizations, including the Western PA Chapter of Sigma Xi, 
the American Society of Zoologists, the Pennsylvania Academy of Science, the Human Anatomy and Physiology Society 
(where he is chair of the Animal Use Committee), and is an affiliate of the American Physiological Society.  He and his 
wife, Pamela Despo, M.S., NP-C, coordinator of Health Services at Thiel College,  have two children, John and Tacia, 
and share a home with four cats on Pymatuning Lake. 

Judith Newton, M.A., M.S.
Professor of Mathematics & Computer Science

D Professor Emerita d
Professor Judith Newton earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Santa Clara University 

and a Master of Arts in mathematics from the University of New Mexico.  She also holds a Master 
of Science degree in computer science from the University of Pittsburgh.  She began her tenure 
at Thiel in 1973 and has served in a variety of administrative and academic capacities.  She was 
instrumental in helping to create the computer science major at Thiel and has served as the Chair 
of the math and Computer Science Departments and on many college committees, including 
Academic Standing, Faculty Council, Promotion and Tenure, Enrollment Management, Faculty 
Executive, Strategic Planning, Salary and Fringe Benefits, Institutional Planning and Budgeting, 
and Honorary Degree.  

Professional activities include a 30-year membership in the Association for Computing Machinery 
(ACM) and frequently sponsoring student participation in the annual ACM regional contest.  She has accompanied student 
teams to competition in the U.S. and Canada and developed two systems for outside agencies – a contract management 
database for the West Central Job Partnership, and a client monitoring system for the Literacy Council of Mercer County.  
She has written computer code for student registration, managed the administrative computer system during transition, 
and served as an assistant academic dean.  

Professor Newton was recognized for excellence in teaching by the Thiel chapter of Lambda Sigma honor society and 
has received the President’s Award for Teaching Excellence, the Distinguished Teaching Award, the Distinguished Service 
Award, and was named the Professor of the Year in February 2014. She has served on the board of the Literacy Council of 
Mercer County for many years.  She has one daughter, Marguerite Reynolds, and resides in Greenville, PA. 
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Candidates for Degrees

Bachelor of Science Degrees

Associate of Science Degrees

Associate of Arts Degree
Ivy Marquise Ayres 
Hermitage, Pennsylvania
Liberal Studies 

Corinna Lynn Cox 
Jamestown, Pennsylvania
E-Commerce 

Michael Bruce Hillier 
Brook Park, Ohio
Web Development 

Victoria Ashlea Challingsworth 
St. Marys, Pennsylvania
Environmental Science 

Wyatt Preston Clements 
Winchester, Virginia
Web Development 

Joslyne Beth Cook 
Washington, Pennsylvania
Actuarial Studies 

Jessica Marie Crawford 
East Palestine, Ohio
Environmental Science 

Matthew Ryan Graham 
Clymer, New York
Physics 

Susannah Lynn Haines u 
Linesville, Pennsylvania
Environmental Science 

Tanner George Mesing g 
Freedom, Pennsylvania
Web Development 

Corey Joseph Hamilton g 
Meadville, Pennsylvania
Management Information Systems 

Michael Bruce Hillier 
Brook Park, Ohio
Management Information Systems 

Elizabeth Louise Lengyel 
Munhall, Pennsylvania
Environmental Science 

Christopher Joseph Marks 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Environmental Science 

Luke Mesing g 
Freedom, Pennsylvania
Web Development 

Emily Jane Petrak uw 
Butler, Pennsylvania
Chemistry
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Candidates for Degrees

Bachelor of Arts Degrees

Andrew James Pohlod w 
Gibsonia, Pennsylvania
Chemistry 

Kirk James Russell w
Polk, Pennsylvania
Chemistry 

Joshua Michael Stewart u 
Youngstown, Ohio
Medicinal Chemistry 

Brian Anthony Sylvester + 
New Brighton, Pennsylvania
Web Development 

Michelle Lynn Wimer w 
New Castle, Pennsylvania
Chemistry 

Taylor Cullen Zain 
Pickerington, Ohio
Management Information Systems 

Kelsey Elizabeth Adair 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania
Early Childhood Education/Special 
Education 

Taylar Patience Adams * 
Jamestown, Pennsylvania
International Business 

Francis Michel Ahia g 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Political Science 

John Alan Amorose v 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Kathleen Elizabeth Arnold 
Olean, New York
Psychology 

Kimberly Ann Ault 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration

Arlena Dawn Anne Bartberger 
New Castle, Pennsylvania
Communication Sciences & Disorders 

Alyssa Jo Bartlett w
Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania
Early Childhood Education/ 
Special Education 

Brittany Nicole Barto 
Kinsman, Ohio
Early Childhood Education/ 
Special Education 

Amanda Lynne Baur 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
History 

Ethan Cole Bayne 
Tampa, Florida
Political Science 
Psychology

John Wright Beal 
Scottdale, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology
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Candidates for Degrees
Thomas Seth Bell g 
Washington, Pennsylvania
Business Communication 
Communication Studies

Melissa Ann Beltran 
Clermont, Florida
English Literature 

Taryn Renee Benner 
Alliance, Ohio
Communication Studies
Media Communication

Brett Michael Bissett 
New Castle, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Jessica Mae Bittler 
Hermitage, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Nathan Raymond Blazevich 
Munhall, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Luke D. Bogonovich + 
Irwin, Pennsylvania
Computer Science 

Kaitlyn Marie Bonzo 
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
Psychology

Tiffany Christine Brown 
Pittsfield, Pennsylvania
Neuroscience 

Robert James Edward Brownlee * 
Donora, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology

Tracy Christine Bryan 
Lake City, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Jacqulyn Laura-Ann Buentello 
Decatur, Michigan
Early Childhood Education/ 
Special Education 

Kenneth Allen Burns 
Austintown, Ohio
History 

Cameron John Capp 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
Biology 
Conservation Biology

Ryan P. Carson g 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Stephen Thomas Chuba * 
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
Sociology 
Psychology

Wyatt Preston Clements 
Winchester, Virginia
Mathematics 
Computer Science

Michael Vincent Colosimo, Jr. g 
Boyers, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 

Tyler Nicholas Comp 
Markle, Indiana
Theology & Youth Ministry 
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Candidates for Degrees
Joslyne Beth Cook 
Washington, Pennsylvania
Mathematics 

Chelsea Leigh Costello 
Meadville, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 
Business Communication

Megan Elizabeth Crissman 
Brookville, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Ashley Elaine Davis 
East Liverpool, Ohio
Biology 

Andrew Jordan Denson + 
Columbia, Maryland
History 

Joshua Lamar Derricoatte + 
Cleveland, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 

Kristopher Lamar Dixon 
Baltimore, Maryland
Business Administration 

Ryan Thomas Doherty + 
Aurora, Ohio
Business Administration 

Ashley Nicole Dolan 
Export, Pennsylvania
Communication Sciences & Disorders 

Stephanie Ann Dudics-Giagnocavo 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Rory William Duncan g 
Chardon, Ohio
Business Administration 
International Business

Jay Richard Engler 
Vandergrift, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration

Shanley Ann MacLachlan Eveland 
Delmont, Pennsylvania
Conservation Biology 

Molly Jo Everett u 
Medina, Ohio
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Ryan John Exler 
Glenshaw, Pennsylvania
Fine Art 

Douglas Michael Farley 
Linesville, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 

Matthew John Fedzen 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Samantha Marie Fennell * 
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
Psychology 
Sociology

Nicholas William Ferracano + 
New Kensington, Pennsylvania
Communication Studies 

Kathryn A. Fife 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania
Early Childhood Education/Special 
Education 

Matthew Robert Fiore 
Irwin, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 
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Candidates for Degrees
William James Frizzi g 
Oakland, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 

Erik Martin Gabrich + 
Baden, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Angela Marie Gentile 
Transfer, Pennsylvania
Accounting 

Patrick Michael Gill 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Shelby Rachellé Gitchel 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Neuroscience 
Psychology

Elijah Maurice Green g 
Bronx, New York
History 

Jenna Lee Green 
Adamsville, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration

Eryn Ann Greene 
Columbia, Maryland
Criminal Justice Studies 
Psychology

Berend Grube 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania
International Business 

Michael Brandon Guarascio 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Hillary Alice Hambleton 
Geneva, Ohio
Accounting 
Business Administration

Dakota Marie Haney 
Hermitage, Pennsylvania
Psychology 
Sociology

Tyler Ryan Hanks 
Olmsted Township, Ohio
Biology 

Carly Rae Hensley 
Warren, Ohio
Psychology 

Robert Heubel-Edwards g 
Struthers, Ohio
Business Administration 

Josh James Hideg * 
Hubbard, Ohio
History 

Grace Catherine Hildebrand + 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
International Business 

Andrew Patrick Hindman 
Dunedin, Florida
Criminal Justice Studies 

Alexandra Diane Hines 
Youngstown, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Psychology
Sociology

Bethany Elizabeth Hines 
Youngstown, Ohio
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting
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Candidates for Degrees
Jared Luke Hoffacker 
Hadley, Pennsylvania
Accounting  
Business Administration

Samantha Donn Hoffman v u 
Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration

Jadon Denzel Holloman 
Silver Spring, Maryland
Business Administration 

Nathan Andrew Houpt g 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Alison Marie House 
Youngstown, Ohio
Computer Science 

Ronisha Jasmine Howard g 
Warren, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology

Robert Mark Hritz g 
Parma Heights, Ohio
Computer Science 
Mathematics

Erin Lindsey Huff + 
West Middlesex, Pennsylvania
Business Communication 

Brooklyn Ann Ishman g 
Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Randy Scott Jackson, Jr. 
Geneva, Ohio
Business Administration 

Sarah Jo Ann Jefferson 
Farmdale, Ohio
Business Administration 

Sean Daniel Johnston 
Valencia, Pennsylvania
Political Science 

Jennifer Denise Kahler 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Business Communication 
Media Communication

Elaine Mackenzie Kelley g 
Cortland, Ohio
History 

Conor P. King 
Rocky River, Ohio
English Literature 
English Writing

Richard Anthony Kolesar 
Waterford, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Leah Marie Kook u 
Warren, Ohio
Early Childhood Education/Special 
Education 

Anna Mary Kovinchick 
Mansfield, Ohio
Media Communication 

Daniel Henry Landowski g 
New Kensington, Pennsylvania
Fine Art 

Lisa Nicole Leonhard * u 
Kinsman, Ohio
English Writing 
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Candidates for Degrees
Jihan Yasmin Lewis 
New York, New York
Biology 

Kira Celeste Lovelady + 
Maple Heights, Ohio
Business Administration 

Ray Allen Main, Jr. 
New Castle, Pennsylvania
Communication Sciences & Disorders 

Samantha J. Mallon 
Lake City, Pennsylvania
Binary Engineering 

Leah Ann Mantick 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Nicolette Ashley Marini 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Cheryl Lynn Marshall g 
Butler, Pennsylvania
Religion 
Theology & Youth Ministry 

Katrina Ricker Mathy 
Kinsman, Ohio
Biology 
Conservation Biology

Chelsea Corinne Maukonen 
Ashtabula, Ohio
Accounting
Business Administration 

Justin Scott Mayhugh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Business Communication 

Kailee Ann McClement g 
Bradenton, Florida
Criminal Justice Studies 

Dante Anthony McCoy 
Reading, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Raymond Russell McDonald * 
Grand Island, New York
Psychology 

Tori Renee McMullen 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 
Business Communication

Samuel J. Merando 
Monessen, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Tanner George Mesing g 
Freedom, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Joseph Stanley Michaleski 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Chelsea Mae Mikos g 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Amanda Marie Miller 
Warren, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Psychology

Jason Frederick Miller 
Yardville, New Jersey
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology
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Candidates for Degrees
Matthew Charles Morian * 
Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Kelly Lynne Muffley * 
Saltsburg, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Ryan Thomas Murphy • 
Erie, Pennsylvania
Mathematics 

Cassandra Lynn Newmeyer 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Cyrill Hughes Parham 
Port Deposit, Maryland
Media Communication 

Calla Ann Parker + u 
Hermitage, Pennsylvania
Medical Technology 

Rebecca Brady Pearrell 
Knoxville, Maryland
Criminal Justice Studies
Sociology 

Dominic Alfonse Perella 
Venetia, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Nicholas Daniel Phillips 
Aurora, Ohio
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Alyssa Rochelle Polakoff 
Warren, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Philosophy
Sociology

Courtney Mae Polan 
Washington, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Christopher George Pouliot 
Linesville, Pennsylvania
Fine Art 

Evan Nathaniel Proksell 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Adam Timothy Rentz g 
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
Conservation Biology 

Lauren Jessica Richey 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Keeton James Ritter 
Trenton, Ohio
History 
Political Science

Kelsey Lynn Robertson * v 
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Casey William Rose g 
Parker, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Jessica Lee Sabol 
Darlington, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Mark A. Samuel g 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology

Adrienne Emily Scheetz 
Sharon, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
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Candidates for Degrees

Nicholas Xavier Schiavoni 
Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania
Accounting 

Ryan David Shannon + 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Seth Michael Shidemantle g 
Zelienople, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Lyle Dean Shine 
Tiona, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Jamaal Lanier Simmons * 
Aurora, Ohio
Media Communication 

Allison Michele Skebo 
Hubbard, Ohio
Business Administration 

Melissa Kate Sloan 
Farmdale, Ohio
Sociology 

Alana Danielle Smith 
Struthers, Ohio
Psychology 

Andrew Tyler Smith 
Williamsfield, Ohio
Business Administration 

Brett Kenneth Smith 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 

Bryan Keith Smith 
Franklin, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies
Sociology 

Casey Elizabeth Smith 
Washington, Pennsylvania
Psychology 
Sociology

Kayla Brieanne Smith 
Youngstown, Ohio
Accounting 
Business Administration

Rebecca Lynn Smith 
Greenville, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Rex J. Smith g 
Columbiana, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Sociology

Shyanne Michele Stouffer 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pennsylvania
Biology 
Conservation Biology

Takahiro Suzuki 
Tokya, Japan
Business Administration 

Cory Scott Swarmer g 
Enid, Oklahoma
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Charles Thomas g 
North Warren, Pennsylvania
Biology 

Melanie Kay Thompson-Soros 
Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania
Business Administration 
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v Honors Program Graduate

•  Candidate for Pennsylvania Department of 
Education Teacher Certification

w  These students met requirements for the 
American Chemical Society Certification

*  These students satisfied degree requirements in   
December 2013.

+ These students will satisfy degree requirements 
during summer 2014.

 g These students will satisfy degree requirements 
  in December 2014.
 u Student of the month
 w Student of the month, honorable mention

Candidates for Degrees
Ashley Rose Tigner 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Business Communication 

Joy Eleanor Tubero + v u 
Independence, Ohio
Business Administration 

Kyle Jason Turkalj + 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Physics 

Billy Jay Vickers, Jr. 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania
Criminal Justice Studies 
Political Science

Kevin Michael Walkup v 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Psychology 

Nelson Thomas Warner IV g 
Valencia, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration
Forensic Accounting

Jessica Marie Weaver 
Allison Park, Pennsylvania
Psychology 
Sociology

Jonathan Patrick Welsh 
Columbiana, Ohio
Criminal Justice Studies 
Forensic Accounting

Valerie Louise White 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Accounting 
Business Administration

Bryce Robert Whittingham 
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania
Early Childhood Education/ 
Special Education 

Elizabeth Ashley Williams g 
Erie, Pennsylvania
Media Communication 

Kaitlyn Rose Williamson + 
Salem, Ohio
Medical Technology 

Michael William Wright + 
Dowagiac, Michigan
Media Communication 

Leanna Marie Yeager g u•  
Poland, Ohio
English Literature 

Katelyn Jean Young v u 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania
Biology 
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COLORS
For all academic purposes, including trimming of 

doctors’ gowns, edging of hoods and tassels of caps, 
the colors associated with the different subjects are as 
follows:

Agriculture ............................................ Maize  
Arts, Letters, Humanities  .......................... White  
Commerce, Accountancy, Business ..................Drab  
Dentistry .................................................Lilac  
Economics ........................................... Copper  
Education ......................................... Light Blue  
Engineering .......................................... Orange  
Fine Arts, Architecture ..............................Brown  
Forestry, Environmental Studies, 
    Sustainability .......................................Russet  
Journalism .......................................... Crimson
Law .................................................... Purple
Library Science, Information Management ..... Lemon
Medicine ............................................... Green
Music ..................................................... Pink
Nursing ............................................... Apricot
Oratory, Speech, Communications .......... Silver Gray
Pharmacy ...................................... Olive Green
Philosophy ........................................ Dark Blue 
Physical Education, Manual Therapy, 
   Physical Therapy  .............................Sage Green  
Public Administration, Public Policy, 
   Foreign Service ............................ Peacock Blue  
Public Health  ................................. Salmon Pink
Science (both “Social” & “Natural”) ...... Golden Yellow 
Social Work ............................................Citron  
Theology, Divinity ................................... Scarlet  
Veterinary Science ......................................Grey 

TASSELS
The tassels worn on the caps may or may not be of the 

same types. In some institutions, all masters’ and bachelors’ 
tassels are black; in others, the tassels, which are the same 
as the colors on the facing of the hoods, reflect the degree 
received. The tassels worn by doctors may be black or gold 
thread.

GOWNS
The gown for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves. 

The gown for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, 
open at the wrist. The gown for the doctor’s degree has bell-
shaped sleeves, and is designed to be worn open or closed.

TRIMMINGS
None for the bachelor’s or master’s degrees. For the 

doctor’s degree, the gown is faced down the front with 
black velvet with three bars of the same across the sleeves; 
or these facings and crossbars may be of velvet of the color 
distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains.

HOODS
The length of the hood worn for the bachelor’s degree is 

three feet; for the master’s degree it is three and one-half 
feet; and for the doctor’s degree, it is four feet; that worn 
for the doctor’s degree shall have panels at the sides.

The hoods are lined with the official color or colors of 
the college or university conferring the degree; more than 
one color is shown by division of the field color in a variety 
of ways, such as chevron or chevrons, equal divisions, etc.

The binding or edging of the hood is of velvet or velveteen, 
two, three and five inches in width for the bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctor’s degrees, respectively, while the color 
is distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains.

From American Colleges and Universities, 11th Edition

The gowns, hoods and caps worn in the academic ceremonies today are relics of clothing worn in  medieval times by 
students and professors. In the early universities—Bologna, Paris, Oxford—professors wore more colorful academic 
regalia than do their modern-day descendants. The gowns and hoods were probably worn for warmth in the unheated 
halls where lectures were delivered.

Since 1895, in the United States, the colors and types of caps and gowns have been largely standardized. In 1932, the 
code was revised to some extent, and in 1960, it was revised once more. A few American universities have adopted 
gowns other than black in color, and in European universities there is more diversity in cut and in the cap than prevails 
in the United States.

academic regalia
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Graduation Honors: Seniors who have completed at least 60 credit hours in residence at Thiel are eligible for 
graduation honors.  Those who have a grade point average of 3.80 or higher are graduated summa cum laude.  
Those who have attained a grade point average of 3.60 to 3.79 are graduated magna cum laude, while those 
who have a grade point average of 3.40 to 3.59 are awarded cum laude.

w The Dean’s Key is awarded to those students who made the Dean’s List during all eight semesters at Thiel.  
Transfer students who attended Thiel for at least one year, were on the Dean’s List every semester at Thiel and 
were on the Dean’s List every term at his/her former college(s) also receive the Dean’s Key.

Graduation Honors
Summa Cum Laude

Kelsey Elizabeth Adair w 

Kimberly Ann Ault 

Alyssa Jo Bartlett 

John Wright Beal w 

Jacqulyn Laura-Ann Buentello w 

Jared Luke Hoffacker w 

Samantha Donn Hoffman w 

Leah Marie Kook w 

Lisa Nicole Leonhard w 

Chelsea Corrine Maukonen w 

Joseph Stanley Michaleski w 

Emily Jane Petrak w 

Joshua Michael Stewart w 

Melanie Kay Thompson-Soros w 

Cum Laude

John  Alan Amorose 

Ethan Cole Bayne 

Taryn Renee Benner 

Joslyne Beth Cook 

Ashley Nicole Dolan 

Matthew Robert Fiore 

Sarah Jo Ann Jefferson 

Sean Daniel Johnston 

Elizabeth Louise Lengyel 

Tori Renee McMullen 

Amanda Marie Miller 

Ryan Thomas Murphy 

Evan Nathaniel Proksell 

Lauren Jessica Richey 

Melissa Kate Sloan 

Casey Elizabeth Smith 

Kayla Brieanne Smith 

Shyanne  Michele Stouffer 

Bryce Robert Whittingham 

Michelle Lynn Wimer

magna Cum Laude

Arlena Dawn Anne Bartberger 

Brittany Nicole Barto  

Jessica Mae Bittler 

Kaitlyn Marie Bonzo 

Chelsea Leigh Costello 

Megan Elizabeth Crissman 

Ashley Elaine Davis 

Molly Jo Everett 

Matthew John Fedzen w 

Kathryn A. Fife 

Jenna Lee Green 

Susannah Lynn Haines 

Hillary Alice Hambleton 

Kelsey Lynn Robertson w 

Alana Danielle Smith w 

Kevin Michael Walkup 

Katelyn Jean Young 
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Departmental Honors are a prerogative of each department and are calculated and submitted by those departments 
that recognize such a distinction.

Departmental Honors

Accounting, Business 
AdministrAtion And 

internAtionAl Business

Kimberly Ann Ault
Jessica Mae Bittler

Ryan P. Carson
Chelsea Leigh Costello

Molly Jo Everett
Matthew John Fedzen

Jenna Lee Green
Hillary Alice Hambleton

Grace Catherine Hildebrand
Jared Luke Hoffacker

Samatha Donn Hoffman
Steven M. Hvozdik

Chelsea Corinne Maukonen
Tori Renee McMullen

Chelsea Mae Mikos
Kayla B. Smith

Cory Scott Swarmer
Melanie Kay Thompson-Soros

Biology And life sciences

Megan Elizabeth Crissman
Ashley Elaine Davis

Shyanne Michele Stouffer
Calla Ann Parker

Katelyn Jean Young

chemistry

Emily Jane Petrak
Joshua Michael Stewart
Michelle Lynn Wimer

communicAtion

Taryn Renee Benner
Jennifer Denise Kahler
Cyrill Hughes Parham

Evan Nathaniel Proksell
Melanie Thompson-Soros

communicAtion sciences & 
disorders

Arlena Dawn Anne Bartberger 
Ashley Nicole Dolan
Ray Allen Main, Jr. 

criminAl Justice studies

John Wright Beal
Katilyn Marie Bonzo
Amanda Marie Miller

educAtion

Kelsey Elizabeth Adair
Alyssa Jo Bartlett

Brittany Nicole Barto
Jacqulyn Laura-Ann Buentello

Kathryn A. Fife
Leah Marie Kook

Ryan Thomas Murphy
Bryce Robert Whittingham

Leanna Marie Yeager

english

Lisa Nicole Leonhard 
Leanna Marie Yeager

environmentAl science

Susannah Lynn Haines
Elizabeth Louise Lengyel

history

Keeton James Ritter

mAthemAtics &  
computer science

Wyatt Preston Clements

politicAl science

Ethan Cole Bayne
Sean Daniel Johnston

psychology

Ethan Cole Bayne 
Kaitlyn Marie Bonzo

Shelby Rachelle’ Gitchel
Joseph Stanley Michaleski

Amanda Marie Miller
Kelsey Lynn Robertson 
Alana Danielle Smith
Kevin MichaelWalkup

religion

Tiffany Christine Brown

sociology

John Wright Beal
Amanda Marie Miller

Melissa Kate Sloan
Casey Elizabeth Smith
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Graduates wearing honor cords and tassels are members of designated honorary societies.
Black & Silver Cords ............................................................. Thiel College Dietrich Honors Institute
Green & Blue Cords ............................................. Alpha Chi, national college honor scholarship society 
Red & White Cords ...........Les Lauriers, senior honorary society based on scholarship, service and leadership 
Brown Cords .................................................. Alpha Psi Omega, national honorary dramatic fraternity 
Gold Cords with Gold Tassels ................................ Alpha Mu Gamma, national language honorary society 
Red & Green Cords with Green Ribbons & Medallions ....... Beta Beta Beta, national biology honorary society 
Scarlet Cords. .........................Theta Alpha Kappa, national religious studies and theology honorary society 
Purple & Green Cords .....................................Kappa Delta Pi, international honor society for educators
Rose Pink & Silver Cords  ......................................... Kappa Mu Epsilon, national mathematics honorary
Blue & White Cords ................................ Chi Alpha Epsilon, national honorary for academic achievement
Black & Gold Cords ...........................................Chi Alpha Sigma, national college athlete honor society
Drab Cords ......................................................... Chi Eta Sigma, national commerce honorary society
Blue & Gold Cords ..................................................................Psi Chi, national psychology honorary 
Red & Light Blue Cords ....................................... Phi Alpha Theta, international history honorary society 
Purple & White Cords ...................................................... Phi Sigma Tau, national philosophy honorary 
Gold Cords with Tassels .................................Lambda Pi Eta, national honorary in speech communication 
Blue & Gold Cords  ..................................................Lambda Sigma, national sophomore honor society
Scarlet & Black Cords ..................................................Sigma Tau Delta, international English honorary
Black, White & Red Cords  ........................................ Pi Sigma Alpha, national political science honorary
Scarlet & Grey Cords ................................................ Pi Nu Epsilon, national music fraternity honorary

Senior Class Officers
Ryan Carson, President 

Lauren Richey, Vice President
Corey Swarmer, Secretary

Seth Bell, Treasurer

Senior Class Gift Committee
Lauren Richey
Ryan Carson

Seth Bell
Cory Swarmer
Randy Jackson
Leanna Yeager

Jadon Hollowman
Shelby Gitchel

Ken Burns
Katie Fife

Ryan Murphy
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Golden Anniversary — Class of 1964
Hedy (Ganser) Ablard **
 
Gail Gladys Allen **
 
John B. Allen **
 
Robert Allen, Jr. **
 
Anne Anderson
East Setauket, NY
 
Errol Anderson
Mayville, NY *
 
John E. Anderson, III
Pittsburgh, PA
 
John W. Anderson
Greenville, SC
 
Victor A. Angell, Jr. U

 
Joan L. (Lindroth) Angerer
Langhorne, PA
 
William L. Angerer
Foresthill, CA
 
Arthur Atkinson **
 
David P. Baine
Bowie, MD
 
Linda E. (Teetsel) Baine
Bowie, MD
 
Carolyn (Miller) Baker
Fort Worth, TX
 
Karen M. (Vogt) Baker
The Plains, OH
 
Robert Bakewell
Wenona, IL
 
Marthetta (Damcott) Baljo
Washburn, WI *
 
Richard Barrett
The Villages, FL *
 
Raymond Earle Barton, Jr. U

 
James T. Baughman U

 
Dorothy (Hodil) Bauman
Fairfax Station, VA
 
Patricia (Maccorkle) Beede
Yardley, PA
 
Edward P. Beighey
Conneaut Lake, PA
 
David O. Benner
Smoke Rise, GA
 
Flora Ann (Ross) Bensink
Clymer, NY
 
Barbara A. Bernhardt
Swarthmore, PA
 

James C. Best
Auburn, NY *
 
James S. Bock, Jr.
Cochranton, PA
 
Laura F. (Ramage) Bock
Cochranton, PA
 
Susan (Clare) Boehm
Golden, CO
 
James Earl Books **
 
Barbara J. (Moeller) Bowman
South Windsor, CT
 
Carl R. Bowman
Wheeling, WV
 
Wayne A. Bradley U

 
Sally (Grant) Branca **
 
Jay R. Breckenridge
Mt. Lebanon, PA
 
Dennis L. Brininger U

 
James B. Britton
Baltimore, MD
 
Corrine A. Brodhurst **
 
Roger W. Brosig
Erie, PA
 
J. Gary Brown
Monroeville, PA
 
Donna (Walker) Buchhotz **
 
Michael A. Buckiso
Jefferson Hills, PA
 
Leslie (Stewart) Burkett
Denton, TX
 
Jack L. Cable
Parrish, FL
 
Charles M. Cagno
Hermitage, PA
 
Mary E. Callahan
Pahoa, HI
 
John Carlson **
 
Donald W. Chase
Crossville, TN
 
Judith Kaley (Kaley) Clark **
 
Paulette (Behner) Coffman
Oakmont, PA *
 
Sherman Conley
Henderson, NV
 
Helen (Feathers) Corle U

 
Janet K. (Kettering) Coste
Naples, FL
 

Judith A. Crissman
Fredericksburg, VA
 
Andre Cuevas **
 
Gerard Davia
Pittsburgh, PA *
 
Edward A. Demmy
Mocksville, NC
 
David W. Dietz, Jr.
McKees Rocks, PA
 
Hugh P. Dinco
Oakdale, PA
 
Eleanore L. (Phillips) Dodge
Bloomington, IN
 
William E. Dollhopf
Springfield, OH
 
Edward O. Donnell U

 
Donald G. Downey
Plumville, PA
 
Carol Durst **
 
Catherine (Polley) Eells
Salem, OR *
 
Richard E. Erhard **
 
Virginia Ernst **
 
Steven M. Evakich **
 
Charles H. Evanoff U

Seneca, PA
 
Barbara (Swenson) Fairfax
Charleston, SC *
 
Patricia L. (Glunt) Fairman
Greensburg, PA
 
Dorothy L. (Shoop) Ferrell
Phoenix, AZ
 
DeAn (Werling) Foulk
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
 
John L. Fox
Winter Springs, FL
 
Eugene Frailey **
 
James R. Frantz
Millersville, MD
 
Patricia (Pittman) Friday
Madison, WI
 
Elizabeth Ann (Kandra) Fryling
Basking Ridge, NJ
 
Edna S. (Stumpf) Fuller
Pittsburgh, PA *
 
Robert L. Gahagen
Brooklyn, NY
 

Linda M. (Grosick) Gallo
Seven Fields, PA
 
Hugh Gaylord
Perrysburg, OH
 
Charles A. Gefrorer, Jr.
Gradyville, PA
 
Robert F. Gempel
Radnor, PA
 
Robert D. Geringer **
 
William D. Ghrist, III
Pittsburgh, PA
 
Selene D. (DuCharme) Gibney
Arlington, VA
 
Robert D. Gieringer **
 
Linda L. Graul
Encino, CA
 
Michael L. Grinnell
Stuart, FL
 
Barbara W. (Wilson) Hahn
Cornville, AZ
 
Kenneth E. Hale
Sea Isle City, NJ
 
Patricia (Merrill) Hankinson **
 
Susan Hansen **
 
George H. Happel **
 
Margaret A. (Duncan) Haretos
Daytona Beach, FL
 
Jerry Harris
Houston, TX *
 
Robert C. Hawk
Greensburg, PA
 
Paula (Holl) Heaps
Hollidaysburg, PA
 
David R. Henderson **
 
Donna (Cornell) Higgins
Cheswick, PA *
 
Wilbur Hockensmith **
 
David L. Hofius, CFE
Cortland, OH
 
Judith Holton **
 
Raymond E. Hoover
Seneca, PA *
 
James R. Hopkins
Gresham, OR
 
Antoinette Hubbuch
Sun City Ctr, FL *
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Fred R. Huege
Lakewood, NJ
 
Marilyn R. (Case) Hutfilz
Sarasota, FL
 
David A. Jackson U

 
Michael W. Jackson **
 
Harry T. Jacobs, III
The Villages, FL
 
Richard A. Jacobs
Keswick, VA
 
Penelope Jeffers **
 
Linda (Beightley) Jennings
Uniontown, PA
 
Lawrence D. Johns
Morris Plns, NJ
 
Bruce Johnson
Gainesville, GA *
 
Victor E. Jones U

 
David Kaighin
Sarasota, FL
 
Albert Kasenter
Saxonburg, PA
 
Lois (Rudert) Kasenter
Saxonburg, PA
 
Bonnie H. (Hardy) Kays
Franklin, TN
 
James Kearney **
 
Kathy K. Kennedy U

 
Nancy (Gillespie) Kilborn
Palm Bay, FL
 
Ronald P. Kilner
Bradenton, FL *
 
James L. Kimmell
Quincy, MA
 
Edward F. Klenke, III **
 
Jean (Elder) Kline
Hesperia, CA *
 
Beecher H. Klingensmith
DuBois, PA
 
Sylvia (King) Koliba **
 
Ellen (Fitschen) Kurdock
Sparta, NJ *
 
Van R. Laderer
Englewood, FL *
 
Nancy J. (Schmidt) Lambden U

 
Linda (Agnew) Lane
Pawleys Island, SC *
 

Nicholas T. Lappas
Centreville, VA
 
Frederick G. Latherow U

 
Robert A. Latta
New Wilmington, PA
 
Allan Law U

 
David P. Lesser
Allison Park, PA
 
John Lickert
Clairton, PA *
 
Robert Lindh **
 
Ursula M. Little U

 
Louise E. (Mcdivitt) Llewelyn
Lake St. Louis, MO
 
W. Thomas Lobaugh
San Diego, CA
 
Jo Anne (Burton) Long
Allison Park, PA *
 
Linda B. (Becker) Long **
 
Michael J. Losik **
 
Jeffery W. Loux
Largo, FL
 
Virginia S. (Kanhofer) Love
Renfrew, PA *
 
Robert Lowe **
 
Joan Luckhardt
Dayton, NJ *
 
Peter R. Lutton U

 
Ronald Lutz
Ellwood City, PA *
 
Samuel W. Lyon
Butler, PA *
 
G. Paul Macom **
 
Nancy J. (Fogt) Maki U

 
Stephen Malis
Butler, PA *
 
Judith (Johnson) Mancini
Cincinnati, OH
 
Helen Mangold **
 
Carol (Markovits) Markovits-
Goehring
Huron, OH
 
Sara (Nordyke) Masilko
Grand Forks, ND
 
Martha A. Massier U

 
Linda S. (Young) Mathews
Phoenix, MD *
 

Marian J. (Wilson) McCall
Belpre, OH
 
Alice (Heutchy) McCammon
Burnsville, MN
 
Alice G. (Shoop) McClimans
Erie, PA
 
Gary L. McClimans
Erie, PA
 
Janet (Scofield) McClintock
Ft. Wayne, IN
 
Robert C. McConahey
Murrysville, PA
 
Barbara L. (Fisher) McCravy **
 
Nancy A. (Hoch) McFadden
Appleton, WI
 
Paul C. McGaughey
Pittsburgh, PA
 
Carol P. (Porter) McQueen
Greenville, PA
 
Gary A. McWilliams **
 
William A. Merkovsky
Rochester, NY *
 
Terry F. Meyers
Fayetteville, NY
 
Alice Mary Michael **
 
Beverly A. Miller
Boise, ID
 
Cathy G. (Baker) Miller
Pittsburgh, PA
 
David Francis Miller U

 
Janet A. (Erzigkeit) Miller
Canton, OH
 
Joseph V, Mischick U

 
M. Benton Mitcham
Bradenton, FL
 
Clark B. Mitchell
Jackson, NJ *
 
Anthony Mitcho
Girard, PA *
 
Robert E. Moats **
 
Delita J. (Bolling) Moore **
 
Mary Lou (Irish) Morton
Palm Desert, CA *
 
James M. Mowry **
 
David E. Moyle U

 
Susan (Lytle) Mueh
Venice, FL
 

Laurence H. Mueller
Asheville, NC *
 
Timothy H. Muller
West New York, NJ
 
Frederic R. Musolff
Ellicottville, NY
 
Karen (Kimpel) Naughton **
 
John W. Noble, CPA
St. Petersburg, FL
 
James C. Nordine
Stuart, FL
 
Marilyn E. (Nielsen) Nordine
Stuart, FL
 
Earl B. Nottingham
Naples, FL *
 
Beverly (Klaas) Oesterle
Pittsburgh, PA *
 
Philip A. Olson
Lanham, MD *
 
Louis R. O’Matz
Bethel Park, PA
 
Joy (Phillips) O’Rourke
Carmel Valley, CA
 
Edward Dale Palmer U

 
James M. Parker
Stow, MA
 
Janice (Evans) Parker
Irvine, CA
 
Louise (Oakes) Patton
Casper, WY *
 
Idalia B. (Brisco) Payne
Ossining, NY
 
Hazel Pelletreau U

 
Shirley (Minnis) Pencheff U

 
Sandra (Baker) Pennington
Livonia, MI
 
Gheretein K. (Kline) Peterson
Fernandina Beach, FL
 
Stephen H. Petrarca
Sebastopol, CA
 
Robert J. Petrilla
Roosevelt, NJ
 
Kiersten J. (Shaner) Pfeifer
Rochester, MI
 
William F. Pfeifer, III
Littleton, CO
 
Robert C. Philips **
 
Viola (Wasky) Poland **
 



Barbara Ann (Kasmoch) Porem-
ski U

 
Charles K. Psychos
Arlington, VA
 
Robert L. Puhlman
Lorain, OH
 
Helen (Hageal) Rakvic
New Kensington, PA
 
Andrew J. Rehbogen, Jr.
Harrisburg, PA
 
Robert E. Reimer
Greensburg, PA
 
Carol (Craft) Revak **
 
Edward Reynolds
Willingboro, NJ
 
Peggy (Wraith) Reynolds
Yuma, AZ
 
Robert G. Robbins
Connellsville, PA *
 
Gordon A. Roesch
Fort Worth, TX
 
Richard D. Ruehle U

 
Paul B. Rupprecht U

 
Carol (Collins) Samardich
Tuscon, AZ *
 
Susan L. (Glenn) Sanders
Huntsville, TX
 
William O. Saunders
South Windsor, CT
 
Lois E. Schoenberger
Johnstown, PA
 
Howard L. Schrayer
Princeton, NJ
 
Lois (Burkett) Schultz
Erie, PA
 
Robert O. Schultz
Williamsburg, VA
 
Nancy G. (Tower) Scott
Pittsburgh, PA
 
Elizabeth (Goodworth) Seaburn
Rancho Palos Vrds., CA
 
Linda (Grossman) Seckar
Lower Burrell, PA
 
Nancy C. (Ross) Sederberg
Valparaiso, IN
 
William C. Sellers
Edinboro, PA
 
Robert John Shepps
Portland, OR
 

Robert E. Shimp, Jr.
Lexington, KY
 
Hubert C. Shiring **
 
Robert A. Simpson **
 
Ardeth M. (Bull) Smackey
Bethlehem, PA
 
Joyce (Jackson) Smith
Daytona Beach, FL *
 
Elaine (Storz) Smithline **
 
Joyce K. (Stanye) Snitger
Beaver, PA
 
Toni L. (Choff) Sobel
Irvine, CA
 
Harry G. Souders, Ph.D
Wexford, PA
 
Suzanne (Adams) Sparvero U

 
Robert Spitzer **
 
Dennis M. Stocker
Bethel Park, PA
 
Donna B. (Norberg) Stokes **
 
Janet L. (Kightlinger) Stratiff
Greenville, PA
 
Joan C. (Hogner) Stroschein
Ross, ND *
 
Larry Stroschein U

 
Ingrid Joan (Johnson) Strozzi U

 
Mary Jane (Botham) Stuyves-
ant U

 
Gary D. Summers
Medina, OH
 
Mary M. (Graham) Summers
Medina, OH
 
William D. Swanson
Butler, PA *
 
Marilyn M. (More) Swearingen, 
Ph.D
Carlsbad, CA
 
James M. Tamarelli
Boise, ID
 
Jacqueline (Steckel) Taylor
Maitland, FL
 
Malinda P. Teel U

 
James P. Thomas
Vero Beach, FL
 
John W. Tickner U

 
Leslie M. (Kling) Titzel
Claysville, PA
 

Virginia (Thelin) Tourtellott
Harrisburg, PA
 
David E. Tower
Edinburg, VA *
 
Leslie H. Toy U

 
Susan (Farrow) Tramuto
Matthews, NC
 
Janet H. (D’Amico) Tucker
Hammond, IN
 
Thomas D. Ullery
Fort Myers, FL
 
Donna J. (Strehlow) Ventresca
Grayson, GA *
 
John Vestal
Pittsburgh, PA *
 
Carolyn (Ivey) Vidt **
 
Richard A. Wagner
Sewickley, PA *
 
Wilma Jo (Staup) Wagoner
Wentworth, SD
 
Larry Waite
 
Vernon C. Walker
Downingtown, PA
 
John L. Walkley
Punta Gorda, FL
 
Theodore O. Wallin
Syracuse, NY
 
Jeffrey L. Wartluft
Lehighton, PA
 
Gary E. Watts U

 
Joyce (Courtney) Weaver
New Bern, NC *
 
Patricia J. (Weber) Weidenhamer
Gettysburg, PA
 
W. Wesley Weidenhamer **
 
Roberta (Cromlish) Weiner **
 
Richard E. Weiss
Plano, TX
 
Dale A. Wenzelburger
Palm Harbor, FL *
 
Rebecca G. (Vollmer) Westbrook
Ocala, FL
 
Charles F. White
Pittsburgh, PA *
 
Gordon J. White
Southbury, CT
 
Kathy (Greenfield) Wick
Albuquerque, NM
 

Gary C. Wildman
Germantown, TN
 
William D. Wilk
Pac. Palisades, CA *
 
Patricia Ann (Kristy) Williamsen
Harwinton, CT
 
Donna J. (Stanyard) Wirth
Greensburg, PA *
 
William H. Wise, Jr.
Freedom, PA
 
Ann E. (Jaekle) Wolf
Buffalo, NY *
 
Katherine Ann (Custer) Wolfe
Hudson, OH
 
Robert D. Wolfe
Marion, NC
 
Ronald A. Wolfe U

 
Willis W. Woods
Solon, OH
 
Susan C. (Craven) Wrigley
Anchorage, AK
 
Ronald M. Wuslich
Vero Beach, FL
 
Charles Edwin Yates, Jr.
Conneaut Lake, PA
 
Diane K. Yoder
Columbus, OH
 
Michael L. Young
Hummelstown, PA
 
Elaine (Litwiler) Zabelsky U

 
Maryjane (Durik) Zadonick
Muskegon, MI
 
Frank Zahler **
 
Gretchen L. Zotter
Little River, SC
 

* Last known address
** Address unknown
U In Memoriam
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FACULTY
Troy D. VanAken, Ph.D.

President 
 

Lynn Franken, Ph.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs and  

Dean of the College 
 

Jesse B. Amar, M.F.A.
Professor of Art 

 
Nancy A. Antonino, Ph.D.

Lecturer of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders and Program Coordinator 

 
Michael T. Balas, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology 
 

Bob Batchelor, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Communication and  

Pedas Endowed  
Chair of Communication/Exec. Dir. of the  

Pedas Comm. Center 
 

Bart A. Biroschak, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Political Science 

 
Michael R. Bray, D.M.A.

Professor of Music 
 

David R. Buck, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History 

 
George Branch-Trevathan, M.Div.
Lecturer of Religion, Director, The Learning 

Commons 
 

Brenda K. DelMaramo, M.A.
Lecturer of English 

 
Mark J. DelMaramo, Ph.D.

Professor of English 
 

Nicholas G. Despo, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology and  

Paul M. Rike Professor of Life Sciences 
 

Daniel F. Eppley, Ph.D.
Professor of Religion 

 
Andy Erb, M.M.

Instructor of Music/Director of Bands 
 

Victor D. Evans, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Communication 

 
Kathryn K. Frantz, Ph.D.

Professor of Chemistry 
 

Angelo A. Giannini, M.B.A.
Professor of Business Administration  

and Accounting 
 

Jim Gnarra, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology 

 
Jennifer S. Griffin, Ph.D.

Professor of Psychology 
 

Andrew Grover, M.S.
Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science 

 

Mercedes Gutièrrez Garcìa, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Languages-Spanish 

 
Mary Theresa Hall, Ph.D.

Professor of English 
 

Douglas R. Hazlett, Ph.D.
Professor of Education 

 
Patrick C. Hecking, Ph.D.

Professor of Physics 
 

David Huddleston, M.B.A.
Associate Professor of Business Administration  

and Accounting 
 

Allan M. Hunchuk, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology 

 
Justin P. Jakovac, M.A.

Lecturer of English 
 

Gayle R. Jesse, D.Sc.
Associate Professor of Mathematics and  

Computer Science 
 

Jared Johnson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of English 

 
Guru Rattan Kaur Khalsa, Ph.D.

Professor of Chemistry 
 

Jeonghun Kim, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Mathematics and  

Computer Science 
 

James C. Koshan, Ph.D.
Professor of History 

 
Cynthia Sharrer Kreisel, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of History 
 

Ellen J. Lippert, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Art 

 
Sean P. McConnor, M.F.A.

Professor/Curator of Art 
 

Toni L. Mild, Ed.D.
Instructor of Education and Director of  

Teacher Education 
 

David M. Miller, M.B.A.
Professor of Economics and  

Business Administration  
Norman P. Mortensen Chair of Economics 

 
Ludmilla A. Miller, M.A. (equiv.)

Lecturer of German 
 

Christopher H. Moinet, Ph.D.
Professor of English 

 
Erwin Montgomery, M.D.

Neuromodulation Scholar of Neuroscience  
and Philosophy 

 
Matthew R. Morgan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Philosophy 

 
Laurie J. Moroco, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Communication 
 

Chaelon I. O. Myme, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Neuroscience 

 
Judith G. Newton, M.A., M.S.

Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science 
 

Melissa S. Oakes, C.P.A./C.F.E./M.B.A.
Assistant Professor of Business Administration  

and Accounting 
 

Fatimata A. Pale, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology 

 
Beth Parkinson, Ph.D.

Professor of Psychology 
 

Laura Pickens, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Psychology 

 
Mary M. Reames, M.Ed.

Lecturer of Education 
 

Anna Reinsel, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Chemistry/ 

Environmental Science 
 

Russell Richins, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Mathematics and  

Computer Science 
 

Pete Rydberg, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Performing Arts 

 
David F. Shaffer, M.Ed.

Lecturer of Education 
 

Max E. Shellenbarger, M.A.
Lecturer of Mathematics and Computer Science 

 
Christopher M. Stanisky, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
 

Cynthia L. Sutton, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology 

 
Sarah Swerdlow, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Biology 

 
Curtis L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Professor of Religion 
 

Eugene Torigoe, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Physics 

 
Lisa Walton, J.D.

Associate Professor of Sociology and  
Political Science 

 
Robert A. Wells, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science 

 
Arthur A. White Jr., Ph.D.

Professor of Philosophy 
 

Gary Witosky, C.P.A./M.Acc.
Associate Professor, Business Administration  

and Accounting 
 

Jie Wu, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Mathematics and  

Computer Science 
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To the Class of 2014:

On behalf of the Thiel College Alumni Association Board of Directors, I offer hearty congratulations on your special 
achievement – graduation from Thiel College. 

Thiel is approaching its 150th anniversary in 2016.  As you have come to expect, we enjoy a rich history of 
accomplishment and graduate success. Much like your experience at Thiel, the growth of the college continues 
through our strategic plan, forging a path filled with excitement, challenge and learning opportunities. As you have 
witnessed, success could not be achieved without a tremendous amount of hard work, patience and perseverance.

Today marks a day of notable achievement in your young life. This achievement represents a special time when you, 
your family and friends might pause and recognize your achievement(s) and celebrate the memories and friendships 
developed over your years at Thiel College. It is well recognized that this day represents the formation of a solid 
foundation for your future. 

This period also signifies a crossroads. Do you continue with your education, or enter the world to seek your fortune 
and fame? The world you are about to enter has become extremely complex. Do not be discouraged by the negative 
and misleading news headlines. The world is changing rapidly and offers more opportunities today than at any time 
in history–opportunities that are there for the taking, especially for those individuals willing and able to open their 
minds to the possibilities.  

Regardless of your chosen path, remain true to your values, live simply, speak kindly, care deeply and love generously. 
Somewhere in your future, you will find the right person, a rewarding career and be able to make a positive 
difference in someone’s life.

The Alumni Board requests that you begin this positive difference journey by giving back to those who gave to you. 
The best way to achieve this is to become an active member of the Thiel College Alumni Association.  Start the next 
phase of your life by making the decision to help the next generation of Thiel College graduates on their path to 
success. Join the Alumni Association today. 

Wishing you the very best health and happiness,

Charles Goodrick ’74 
President, Alumni Association Board

Parents and friends are invited to take photographs in the area to the left of the stage. In order to avoid 
blocking audience view, please assemble in the far left aisle and step forward only when taking photographs, 

remaining behind the designated areas.

DVDs of today’s Commencement exercises will be available for purchase.
Contact Dr. Victor Evans (vevans@thiel.edu) or Cyrill Parham (cparham285@gmail.com).

A $20 donation to support Thiel College Campus Media is requested.

Special “legacy” photographs will be taken for those graduates whose immediate family members are  
 Thiel College alumni. Please meet near the terrace in front of Greenville Hall (rain site will be the 

Weyers Student Lounge in the HMSC) immediately following the Commencement ceremonies.


