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Many college students find 
typical, ordinary summer jobs 
in places like movie theaters, 
grocery stores and fast food 
restaurants, but when Laura 
Davin ’11 and Stephanie 
Smith ’11 were offered the 
opportunity to become ball 
girls for the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
they didn’t hesitate to sign up.

“Our future boss e-mailed 
collegiate softball coaches 
around the area asking if they 
had any players who would be 
interested in being ball girls 
because they stopped using 
ball boys,” said Davin. 

Being a loyal Pirates fan, Laura 
couldn’t let this opportunity 
pass her by and neither could 
Stephanie Smith, a fellow softball 
player and Pirates fan. The Pirates 
weren’t hesitant in picking them 
up either. Both Davin and Smith 
were given threads that the ordinary 
fan would die for, including jerseys, 
hats, socks and shorts.

The girls were two of many softball 
players from the area who worked 
for the Pirates. Schools such as 
Chatham University, St. Vincent 
College, Washington & Jefferson 
College and Westminster College 
were represented during the summer 
as well. 

“It was great to meet and get to 
know girls that we play against 
during the season because now they aren’t just 
opponents, they’re friends,” said Smith.

 Although meeting the players wasn’t allowed, the 
girls felt as if they were part of the team. Their jobs 
consisted of scooping up foul balls and either saving 
the ball or tossing it into the stands. It can be said 
that every fan’s dream is to catch a ball hit into the 
stands and usually the fans get a little crazy over a 
four-dollar baseball. In one instance, a foul ground 
ball was hit towards Davin, as she was waiting, glove 
open, for the errant hit. Before the ball got to her, 
a fan dove for the ball and made her miss it. The 
ball careened off the wall and flew into the stands, 
almost striking a fan in the process! 

“It was kind of scary because everyone’s eyes are on 
you whether you like it or not, and when something 
like that happens everyone sees it. You can only hope 
that no one gets hurt. That was definitely my worst 
moment there hands down,” said Davin. “Those fans 
can get so crazy over a foul ball.” 

   Other than the crazy fans the job was a sweet gig, 
giving both Davin and Smith the opportunity of a 
lifetime. They were part of a Major League baseball 
team for an entire summer, and the perks made the 
job worth it every day. 

  “I think that the greatest feeling I had was seeing 
the look on a kid’s face when I tossed him the foul 
ball. It was priceless, I’ll never forget it,” said Davin.

 
—Kendell Harrell ’14

Don’t “Buc” the Opportunity

Dome Sweet Dome

Pictured from top: The Rissell-
Schreyer Dome towers over the 

First National Bank Hospitality 
Building at Alumni Stadium; 
the dome rises off the field on 
Nov. 15; Junior David Mossa, 
President Troy VanAken and 

Director of Athletics Jack 
Leipheimer help “flip the switch” 
and put the inflation in motion.

On Nov. 15, the Rissell-Schreyer Dome began 
its journey toward the sky  in the cold morning 
air. Frost and ice fell away from the durable 
vinyl structure as it filled with air and the Thiel 
community felt excitement as a two-year-long 
planning process and many months of preparation 
finally came to fruition. Thiel College has its 
dome!

The Rissell-Schreyer Dome is a seasonal air-
supported structure that covers the College’s 
multi-use athletic field from November to March 
each year. This facility adds six times more usable 
recreational space to Thiel’s current available 
indoor athletic space during winter months and 
offers flexibility to configure the space for a 
variety of activities. The dome also provides the 
Greenville community with a new venue for 
walkers, indoor soccer leagues and other activities 
during inclement weather.

“The Rissell-Schreyer Dome has been a priority 
because of the profound impact it will have on 
Thiel’s athletic program and campus life as well as 
the benefits it will deliver to the local community,” 
said Dr. Troy D. VanAken, Thiel president.

The dome is named in honor of Dr. William 
A. Schreyer H’90, chairman emeritus of Merrill 
Lynch & Co., Inc., and his great-uncle, Charles D. 
“Tod” Rissell 1900, who is known as the “Father of 
Thiel Athletics.”

The new dome was officially unveiled on  
Dec. 3 at a grand opening celebration for the  
Thiel, Greenville and Mercer County communities. 


