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Oral and Written Expression I / English 111
                               
                                             
         
                                               Dr. Natalie M. Dorfeld 

                                                                                                                                   312 GH

                                                                                                          1-724-589-2161

                      


                                      E-mail:  ndorfeld@thiel.edu   


Throughout this semester, you will be asked to write three major essays (approximately 500-750 words each) and present three major speeches (approximately 4-6 minutes each).
These topics will include a personal experience, an informative eye-opener, and an evaluative piece.
You will review the appropriate materials, write thoughtful essays, and share your findings with the rest of the class.  Good times will be had by all.    


By the end of OWE I, you should be able to:

· conduct library and electronic research

· employ MLA documentation in essays and speeches

· write well-organized, fully-developed, and technically correct essays

· present well-organized, fully-developed, and effectively delivered speeches


· Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook

· The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing

· A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking

· I also recommend picking up a three-ring binder, a USB stick, and index cards.  

Attendance is mandatory.  

After one week of absences (three MWF or two TR), your final grade will drop one full letter for each cut.  Therefore, I suggest you save these for an illness or an emergency.  

For an absence to be excused, I must receive prompt documentation from a medical professional and/or a coach.  No note = No excuse.  It’s that simple.    

Likewise, regular tardiness will negatively affect your final grade, and any late work will receive a grade of F.


No chew.  No cell phones.  No texting.  No CD players.  No farm animals.     

Essays / Revisions:
40%


          90 – 100   =  A


Speeches:

40%


          80 –   89   =  B

Quizzes:

10%


          70 –   79   =  C  (C- in both genres) 
Journals / P or F:
10%


          60 –   69   =  D
(No credit)

Total:

          100%



0 –   59   =  F
(No credit)

I will be available for conferences regarding the course from 4:00-5:00 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  I will also be in my office from 1:00-2:00 on Tuesday and Thursday.  

If these times are not convenient, please contact me, and we will work something out. 
My office is located in 312 Greenville Hall, and my phone number is 724-589-2161.  


All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and on one side of the paper only.  (Times New Roman, 12 point, is your best friend.  Cherish it.)  No title page is necessary.  

Please refer to the textbook for the appropriate heading format.    


Q:
What is plagiarism?
A:
Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words, ideas, and/or structures as if they were original to you.  This includes failure to document sources, failure to acknowledge sources, failure to use quotation marks appropriately, copying, poor paraphrasing, and submitting work from the Internet as if it were your own.  

In-text citations and works cited pages are required whenever you use a source outside of your own brain.  We will discuss methods of documentation in-depth in class.

Q:
What are the consequences of plagiarism? 
A:
For the first offense, you will receive an “F” for the assignment and be reported to the dean.  For the second offense, you will receive an “F” for the course.  For the third offense, you will be dismissed from the college.  
I take cheating very seriously, and I will pursue any suspected case. 


Before any major writing assignment, in this class or any others, I highly recommend stopping by the Writing Lab.  It’s free, painless, and confidential.  

Location:
Academic Center - 239

Director:
Mrs. Susan Breckenridge 

Phone:

X 2813

Hours:

9:00-5:00 MWF


It is the policy of Thiel College and its educational programs not to discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities.  Students desiring accommodation for a disability are responsible for providing evidence from a qualified professional confirming the disability and identifying appropriate interventions.  
This evidence should be taken to the Office for Students with Special Needs (AC 126) as early as possible in the semester.  Professor Susan Cowan, the Coordinator of the Office for Students with Special Needs, will develop a letter of accommodation to be sent to course instructors and other appropriate offices.  
Even if documentation is already on file, students with disabilities are responsible for visiting the Office for Students with Special Needs to set up accommodation for EACH semester.  They are also responsible for talking to their professors about their needs as early as possible for EACH semester.

 
MWF classes . . .

Week 1

(Introductions)  
	Monday, 8/30
	Class introductions.

Hand out syllabus.

	Wednesday, 9/1
	In-class work on the sample essay.

	Friday, 9/3
	Peer revisions of the sample essay.

Sample essay due.


Week 2

(Review)
	Monday, 9/6
	No class.  Labor Day.

	Wednesday, 9/8
	Read Part 1 -- “Getting Started” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Fearless activity.

	Friday, 9/10
	Read chapter 12 -- “The Comma” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Comma activity.


Week 3

(Review)
	Monday, 9/13
	Read Part 1 / Chapter 2 -- “Remembering an Event” -- in The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  

Short story selection and writing activity.

	Wednesday, 9/15
	Read Part 2 -- “Development” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.
Topic activity.

	Friday, 9/17
	Read chapter 14 -- “The Semicolon” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Semicolon activity.


Week 4

(Review)
	Monday, 9/20
	Read Part 1 / Chapter 3 -- “Writing Profiles” -- in The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  

Short story selection and writing activity.

	Wednesday, 9/22
	Read Part 3 -- “Organization” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Aid activity.  

	Friday, 9/24
	Read chapter 15 -- “The Apostrophe” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Apostrophe activity.

* Pop quiz.


Week 5

(Personal experience) 
	Monday, 9/27
	Mini-conferences and/or brainstorming for essay 1.

	Wednesday, 9/29
	In-class work on essay 1.

	Friday, 10/1
	Peer revisions of essay 1.

Essay 1 due.

Helpful hints/sign up sheet for speech 1.


Week 6

(Personal experience)
	Monday, 10/4
	Speech 1.

	Wednesday, 10/8
	Speech 1.

	Friday, 10/8
	Speech 1.


Week 7

(Review)
	Monday, 10/11
	Read Part 1 / Chapter 4 -- “Explaining a Concept” -- in The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  

Short story selection and writing activity.

	Wednesday, 10/13
	Read Part 4 -- “Starting, Finishing, and Styling” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Idea(s) activity.

	Friday, 10/15
	Read chapter 37 -- “Finding Sources Online, in Print, and in the Field” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Scavenger hunt activity.  


Week 8

(Review)
	Monday, 10/18
	No class.  Midterm break.

	Wednesday, 10/20
	Read Part 5 -- “Delivery” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Introduction/conclusion activity.

	Friday, 10/22
	Read chapter 40 -- “Citing Sources and Submitting Final Paper” --  from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Citation activity.  

* Pop quiz.


Week 9

(Informative)
	Monday, 10/25
	Mini-conferences and/or brainstorming for essay 2.

	Wednesday, 10/27
	In-class work on essay 2.

	Friday, 10/29
	Peer revisions of essay 2.

Essay 2 due.

Helpful hints/sign up sheet for speech 2.


Week 10

(Informative)
	Monday, 11/1
	Speech 2.

	Wednesday, 11/3
	Speech 2.

	Friday, 11/5
	Speech 2.


Week 11

(Review)
	Monday, 11/8
	Read Part 1 / Chapter 5 -- “Finding Common Ground” -- in The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  

Short story selection and writing activity.

	Wednesday, 11/10
	Read Part 6 -- “Presentation Aids” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Reasoning/credibility activity.

	Friday, 11/12
	Read chapter 38 -- “Evaluating Sources Online and in Print” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Credibility activity.  


Week 12

(Review)
	Monday, 11/15
	Read Part 1 / Chapter 6 -- “Arguing a Position” -- in The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  

Short story selection and writing activity.

	Wednesday, 11/17
	Read Part 7 -- “Types of Speeches” -- in A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking.

Persuasive activity.

	Friday, 11/19
	Review chapter 40 -- “Citing Sources and Submitting Final Paper” -- from the Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook.  

Refresher activity.  

* Pop quiz.


Week 13

(A short week)
	Monday, 11/22
	TBA.

	Wednesday, 11/24
	No class.  Happy Thanksgiving.

	Friday, 11/26
	No class.  Happy Thanksgiving.  


Week 14

(Evaluative)
	Monday, 11/29
	Mini-conferences and/or brainstorming for essay 3.

	Wednesday, 12/1
	In-class work on essay 3.

	Friday, 12/3
	Peer revisions of essay 3.

Essay 3 due.

Helpful hints/sign up sheet for speech 3.


Week 15

(Evaluative)
	Monday, 12/6
	Speech 3.

	Wednesday, 12/8
	Speech 3.

	Friday, 12/10
	Speech 3.


Week 16

(Wrap up / Finals)  
	Monday, 12/13
	TBA.  

	Wednesday, 12/15  -- Saturday 12/18


	Times and dates to be announced.
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