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                                               Dr. Natalie M. Dorfeld 

                                                                                                                                   312 GH

                                                                                                         1-724-589-2161

                      


                                      E-mail:  ndorfeld@thiel.edu   



Throughout this class, you will be asked to write the first 25 pages of an original movie (screenwriting) and the first 25 pages of an original play (playwriting).  

The genre is up to each individual writer.  However, the writing style must be clean, grammatically sound, and follow the proper screenplay/drama format.  
At the end of this class, you will not only have 50 polished pages of work, but you will also have the opportunity to share a sneak peak and/or trailer of your 
final project to the class in an imaginative multimedia presentation.  

By the end of Creative Writing: Drama, you should be able to:

· present a well-organized and fully-developed screenplay and drama
· employ a range of writing strategies, including drafting and revision
· apply writing techniques, including invention, revision, and figurative language

· understand aspects of the writing profession, such as publishing and performance 

· Writing Screenplays That Sell

· The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing 

Attendance is mandatory.  
After one week of absences (three MWF or two TR), your final grade will drop one full letter for each cut.  Therefore, I suggest you save these for an illness or an emergency.  
For an absence to be excused, I must receive prompt documentation from a medical professional and/or a coach.  No note = No excuse.  It’s that simple.    

Likewise, regular tardiness will negatively affect your final grade, and any late work will receive a grade of F.


No chew.  No cell phones.  No texting.  No iPod players.  No farm animals.     

Drama:


35%


          90 – 100   =  A


Film:


35%


          80 –   89   =  B

Tests:


15%


          70 –   79   =  C  
Presentation:

15%


          60 –   69   =  D
(No credit)

Total:

          100%



0 –   59   =  F
(No credit)

I will be available for conferences regarding the course from 11:00-12:00 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  I will also be in my office from 1:00-2:00 on Tuesday and Thursday.  

If these times are not convenient, please contact me, and we will work something out. 
My office is located in 312 Greenville Hall, and my phone number is 724-589-2161.  


We will discuss proper documentation as the class progresses.   

Q:
What is plagiarism?
A:
Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words, ideas, and/or structures as if they were original to you.  This includes failure to document sources, failure to acknowledge sources, failure to use quotation marks appropriately, copying, poor paraphrasing, and submitting work from the Internet as if it were your own.  

In-text citations and Works Cited pages are required whenever you use a source outside of your own brain.  We will discuss methods of documentation in-depth in class.

Q:
What are the consequences of plagiarism? 
A:
For the first offense, you will receive an “F” for the assignment and be reported to the dean.  For the second offense, you will receive an “F” for the course.  For the third offense, you will be dismissed from the college.  
I take cheating very seriously, and I will pursue any suspected case. 


Before any major writing assignment, in this class or any others, I recommend stopping by the Writing Lab.  It’s free, painless, and confidential.  

Location:
Academic Center - 239

Director:
Donna Barton

Phone:

X 2272
Hours:

9:00-4:00 M-F


It is the policy of Thiel College and its educational programs not to discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities.  Students desiring accommodation for a disability are responsible for providing evidence from a qualified professional confirming the disability and identifying appropriate interventions.  
This evidence should be taken to the Office for Students with Special Needs (AC 126) as early as possible in the semester.  Professor Susan Cowan, the Coordinator of the Office for Students with Special Needs, will develop a letter of accommodation to be sent to course instructors and other appropriate offices.  
Even if documentation is already on file, students with disabilities are responsible for visiting the Office for Students with Special Needs to set up accommodation for EACH semester.  They are also responsible for talking to their professors about their needs as early as possible for EACH semester.

 
Week 1

(Introductions)  
	Tuesday, 1/5
	Get textbooks for the class.  They are $18.00 total.  

	Thursday, 1/7
	Class introductions.

Hand out syllabus.
Read the Introduction in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Read Chapter 1 -- “The Goal of the Screenwriter” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.


Week 2

(Comedy / Story Concept / Juno)
	Tuesday, 1/12
	Read Chapter 2 -- “Story Concept” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Watch Juno clip.
Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 1/14
	In-class writing on pages 1-5.
Pages 1-5 due.  


Week 3

(Drama / Character Development / American Beauty)
	Tuesday, 1/19
	Read Chapter 3 -- “Character Development” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Watch American Beauty clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 1/21
	In-class writing on pages 6-10.

Pages 6-10 due.  


Week 4

(Love / Theme / The Notebook)
	Tuesday, 1/26
	Read Chapter 4 -- “Theme and Character Growth” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Watch The Notebook clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 1/28
	In-class writing on pages 11-15.

Pages 11-15 due.  


Week 5

(Suspense / Structure / Scream)
	Tuesday, 2/2
	Read Chapter 5 -- “Structure” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Watch Scream clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 2/4
	In-class writing on pages 16-20.

Pages 16-20 due.  


Week 6
 
(Action / Writing Individual Scenes / The Karate Kid)
	Tuesday, 2/9
	Read Chapter 6 -- “Writing Individual Scenes” -- in Writing Screenplays That Sell.

Watch The Karate Kid clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 2/11
	In-class writing on pages 21-25.

Pages 21-25 due.  


Week 7

(Conferences)
	Tuesday, 2/16
	Conferences in 312 Greenville Hall.

	Thursday, 2/18
	Conferences in 312 Greenville Hall.


Week 8

(Test / Screenplay due)
	Tuesday, 2/23
	Test #1.

	Thursday, 2/25
	First 25 pages of the screenplay due.  

No late submissions accepted.


Week 9

(Spring Break.  Wear sunscreen.)
	Tuesday, 3/2
	No class.

	Thursday, 3/4
	No class.  


Week 10

(Comedy / Structure / Little Shop of Horrors)
	Tuesday, 3/9
	Read Chapter 1 -- “What is Structure?” -- in The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing. 
Watch Little Shop of Horrors clip.

Discussion and activity. 

	Thursday, 3/11
	In-class writing on pages 1-5.

Pages 1-5 due.  


Week 11

(Drama / Character / One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest)
	Tuesday, 3/16
	Read Chapter 10 -- “Character” -- in The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing. 

Watch Little Shop of Horrors clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 3/18
	In-class writing on pages 6-10.

Pages 6-10 due.  


Week 12

(Love / High Stakes and High Hopes / Romeo & Juliet)
	Tuesday, 3/23
	Read Chapter 5 -- “High Stakes and High Hopes” -- in The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing. 

Watch Romeo & Juliet clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 3/25
	In-class writing on pages 11-15.

Pages 11-15 due.  


Week 13

(Suspense / Impulse / Sweeny Todd)
	Tuesday, 3/30
	Read Chapter 9 -- “The Impulse” -- in The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing. 

Watch Sweeny Todd clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 4/1
	In-class writing on pages 16-20.

Pages 16-20 due.  


Week 14

(Action / Beats, Scenes, Acts / Spider-Man)
	Tuesday, 4/6
	Read Chapter 7 -- “Beats, Scenes, Acts” -- in The Playwright’s Guidebook:  An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing. 

Watch Spider-Man clip.

Discussion and activity.

	Thursday, 4/8
	TBA.  Monday classes meet.  
Work on pages 21-25.

Pages 21-25 due.  


Week 15

Conferences
	Tuesday, 4/13
	Conferences in 312 Greenville Hall.

	Thursday, 4/15
	Conferences in 312 Greenville Hall.


Week 16
 
(Test / Play due)
	Tuesday, 4/20
	Test #2.

	Thursday, 4/22
	First 25 pages of the play due.  

No late submissions accepted.


Week 17
 
(Final /Presentations)
	Monday, 4/26 --

Thursday, 4/29

	Times and dates TBA. 
Pizza party.
Present screenplay and/or drama to the class.    
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