Why English at Thiel?
Why English?
English is a foundational and very diverse major, one that not only allows for an enjoyable, challenging, and exciting program of intellectual exploration during your time in college, but also prepares you for a number of vocational avenues following your undergraduate years.  English majors have become:
· Editors – many technical and professional writers, literary editors, and agents have undergraduate English degrees.
· Consultants – the critical reading, thinking, and writing skills that English majors develop are in demand by many top firms.
· Writers – whether in journalism or creative writing, a number of authors started as English majors.
· Lawyers—the analytical skills required in literary critiquing, research, public speaking, and writing are natural components of a successful legal career.  
· Politics and Public Service – again, the critical thinking and writing skills serve English majors well here.
· Teachers – “touch the future” by introducing students to some of the most significant thinkers and writers who ever lived and by preparing the next generation of thinkers and writers in what is perhaps one of the most rewarding careers in English.
The English degree also prepares students for careers in library information science, publicity, and museum curator, to name just a few careers.  It also provides a number of options for post-baccalaureate education.  Of course, a good number of English majors pursuing graduate education will enroll in a Master’s or Ph.D. program in English (again many editors and agents have M.A.’s in English), but an increasing number of English graduates also pursue further education in Law School, Seminary, Business School, and even Medical School.  The beauty of an English degree is the intellectual versatility that a program of textual analysis and critical writing bestows on a graduate.

Why at Thiel?
· A Cozy Major – The English department is one of the strongest academic disciplines on campus and within the region, and the English faculty is one of the largest on campus.  How does this benefit you as a student?  You will get the chance to become very close with your fellow majors and with your professors.  Class sizes are quite intimate, fostering meaningful discussion and giving you the chance to be advised and mentored by professors who care deeply for their students and their subject matter.
· Experienced Faculty – The majority of Thiel’s English faculty are professors who have a great deal of classroom experience.  You will learn from one of the most qualified faculties in Western Pennsylvania, faculty who do research and publish extensively in their areas of specialization and who integrate that research into their primary focus: excellent teaching.
· Three Tracks – Thiel’s English Department offers specific major tracks in Literature, Writing, and Secondary Education, tailor- made to fit your specific vocational goals.  Students wishing to maximize their exposure to literature and hone their critical reading skills may choose a literature major.  Others hoping to cultivate their writing skills can take advantage of the writing track.  Future teachers will work closely with both the English and the Education departments to prepare for their careers.
· Opportunities to Incorporate Study and Travel – Thiel offers a Literary New England trip in May of every third year (the next one will occur in May 2012!), which allows students to develop a geographical context for some of the great movements and authors in American Literature.  The Department is currently working on a Literary Old England trip that would be offered in alternate years, allowing students to develop that same concept for British Literature.  Thiel is the only institution in the area to offer literary study-away programs in both British and American literature.
·  Sigma Tau Delta, the international English honorary society—Membership in this prestigious organization enables our English students to attend and present professional papers at English conferences and to publish The Phoenix, the College’s annual creative and literary journal.
A major in English provides the adaptability, versatility, and scholarship that is required in today’s competitive marketplace.  Thiel’s integrative core curriculum, combined with a strong English major, enables our students to be collaborative, valuable, and sought after by prospective employers and graduate schools.  We look forward to your finding your niche in our department.
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