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Education Department Requirements

· Pennsylvania is now requiring that all education majors who apply for a certificate on or after January 1, 2013 take:
· 9 credits in special education, and 
· 3 credits in ELL (English Language Learners).

· Any student that is graduating (walking) in May 2012 (but student teaching in the Fall of 2012) DOES NOT have to take the additional 9 and 3 classes (SPED and ELL).  
· BUT, they must have passed all Praxis Exams and must apply for their PA certificate BEFORE January 1, 2013.
· If you don’t pass all sections of the Praxis and do not apply before this date, you MUST TAKE THE 9 and 3 CLASSES in order to get your PA certificate.

· Any student that will graduate AFTER that point MUST take the additional 12 credits.  The 3 Special Education courses that are required for those students are:
· SPED 356 - (same as EDUC 356 – Exceptionalities)
· SPED 357 - Effective Instructional Practices**
· SPED 358 - Intensive Reading Writing and Math Interventions

** Note that SPED 357 has 38 field hours and will be set up similar to mentoring (ECE/SECED 355 and 367) so make sure to leave blocks of time in your schedules so that you may complete those hours.
 
· The ELL Course (EDUC 400) is planned to take place during the student teaching semester, so this course you will not need to account for in a separate semester.
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