                                                                  Sample Lesson                                                Shaffer 10

“The Struggle for Independence”

Big Ideas:  Taxation without Representation     Colonial Unity    Conflict to War    Independence

Purpose:     After previous lesson – an overview of the Unit; This lesson is to identify the cause that led  

      to increased tension between the colonists and Britain finally resulting in the Revolutionary War.

      A significant issue that caused this rising tension was Taxation without Representation [B.I.]

      We need to understand that taxation without representation was one of the causes of the 

       Revolutionary War. [E.U.]

Objectives: 

1. After the power point presentation students will be able to list possible actions the colonists could 

      have taken in response to Britain’s decision to impose taxes on them. [Acquire]
     2.  After a power point presentation on the taxes imposed by Britain, the students will be able 

          to explain the different views that Britain and the colonists had concerning the tax issue. 

          [Apply/Deepen]

3,  Students will be able to explain the different perspectives that the British and Colonists had 

      concerning the issue of Taxation. [Apply/Deepen]
4. Students, with a partner, will develop a hypothesis as the likely reasons that would cause Britain to enact a series of taxes, knowing they were causing resentment by the colonists. [Apply/Deepen]
Anticipatory Set:
     In pairs, students will develop a list of possible actions or steps that an individual or a country can 

     take when the will of someone else or another country is being imposed upon them? – Their 

     response will be used later in the lesson.

Acquire New Knowledge:
     Power point presented – Actions and purposes for the taxes imposed on Colonists by Britain [ I ].
       *  Stamp Act   *  Townshed Acts

     Students will take notes on a “foldable” for the four lessons. [ O ]
     The teacher will facilitate by asking the students to review the answers they developed during the 

     Anticipatory Set and apply the answers to possible American responses [Process] – Students will   

     be asked to explain the likely result for each side of the issue for both Britain and the Colonies.

     Note:  key idea is the lack of representation

Apply/Deepen New Knowledge:
     In pairs:

1. Students will review, compare and revise their notes from the power point. [Multiple Exposure]
2. Students will develop a hypothesis as to what could have caused Britain to impose these taxes? [Marzano Instructional Strategy]
3. Students will answer the question “How did the British and Colonies differ on the issue of taxation? [Perspective, Explanation – Facets of Understanding]
     Teacher Facilitation of student work:

1. Teacher will have students share several hypotheses and then compare the hypotheses with 

      the need for Britain to raise revenue to fund their empire and the wars with France. 

2. Teacher will have students complete the graphic organizer “Episode Pattern” [Marzano 

       Instructional Strategy]  - Answers from number 2 above [Multiple Exposure]
Closure: 3-2-1 Summary

   3 – Possible reactions to Colonists could have had to the taxes   2 – Two taxes imposed by Britain

   1 – One word that would summarize your reaction to Britains actions toward the Colonies?

Homework:  Read pp. 126-129 – Choose one response of the Colonists (episode) to the taxes and complete the “Episode Pattern Organizer” – time, place, duration, sequence of events and people involved [Purpose:  Preparation for the next class] 

