Model Lesson

Postwar America




   Americans coming out of WWII                          E.U. –“An appetite for consumer goods  

                                                                                                                            fueled an economic boom after WWII.”




This economic boom led to a focus on life in the suburbs and the problems encountered by  

                                       Americans that resulted (work, wealth, anxiety, cultural changes due to ‘teen culture’)




At the same time there was the “Other America” – brought to light by Michael Harrington

                                       Which points to our E.Q. – “How do we account for the invisible poor of America during a   

                                                                                      time of economic growth in the 1950’s?

          


Q – what to you think led to this perspective (not seeing the poor in our midst)?

1) SWBAT explain the poverty as depicted in Harrington’s book “Other America”.

2) SW discuss the issue of poverty by answering several questions using the DMA model.

3) Students will identify key ideas and write clarifying questions based on the reading.

4) Students will be able to write a brief essay that reflects the perspective of the poor.




Quick Write  - (prompt)  What is poor?  Describe what impact poor has on the individual.



Pairs – compare your answer with that of your partner.



Teacher facilitates some of the answers – How common a view do we hold?








Read with a Pencil - Students will read excerpt from “Other America” and code with 

* important ideas, ? clarifying questions, ! interesting/surprising information.

                                                   Teacher will facilitate the responses to the reading – important ideas, questions
· Pockets of poverty  - ration of poor to affluent   

· Affluent Society - meaning

· “Implicit assumption – economic problems have been solved”

· Demographics of America and trends


Teacher will facilitate a discussion of interesting and surprising ideas from the article.

D-M-A questioning model

D – In the midst of this economic boom why did 1 in 4 live in poverty?     A – What would you speculate will be future

       Where were the poor found?   Why in those locations?                                  responses to poverty given the mixed 

M – Is there a difference in definitions of poor?  Why the differences?               review of gov’t money and individual

D – What would you predict would happen as a result of this revelation             responsibility?

       of poor in our midst?





        What should be done to solve the problem 

M – Why would we assume that poverty was no longer a problem?                   of an increasingly split America between

        Some responses to poverty called for government aid – welfare;                those who have and those who do not?

        what could result from this solution to the problem?

        

                                                                                     

                                    Write a poem or short article from the perspective of the poor in 1955 – drawing attention to the       

 


plight of the poor in the midst of the affluence.
Purpose





     Set





  Objectives





   Acquire Knowledge





Apply/Process Knowledge





     Closure 
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